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Spanish Civil War

(clockwise from top-left)

Members of the Xl International Brigade at the Battle of Belchite
Bf 109 with Nationalist markings

Bombing of an airfield in Spanish West Africa

Republican soldiers at the Siege of the Alcazar

Nationalist soldiers operating an anti-aircraft gun

HMS Royal Oakin an incursion around Gibraltar

Date 17 July 1936 — 1 April 1939
(2 years, 8 months, 2 weeks and 1 day)
Location Spain

Result Nationalist victory
o End of the Second Spanish Republic
o Establishment of the Spanish State under
the rule of Francisco Franco
Belligerents
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Republican leaders
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==X Julian Besteiro
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Foreign volunteers
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d—— José Sanjurjo 1

== Emilio Mola t

== Francisco Franco
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800,000+ combatants 58,000 Army
68,500 Gendarmes

31 ships 16 operational ships
12 submarines 7,000 Sailors
13,000 Sailors 1938 strength:

1938 strength:

600,000 infantry
450,000 infantry

600 aircraft
350 aircraft 290 tanks
200 tanks
59,380 international volunteers 78,500 ltalian troops
3,015 Soviet technicians 19,000 German troops
772 Soviet pilots 8,000 Portuguese troops
Casualties and losses
175,000 killed in action 110,000 killed in action 50,000 civilians killed inside

100-130,000 civilians killed inside the Francoist the Republican zone

Zone

149,213-2,000,000 total killed.

The Spanish Civil War (Spanish: Guerra Civil Espafola) took place from 1936 to 1939. Republicans loyal to
the left-leaning Second Spanish Republic, in alliance with the Anarchists and Communists, fought against
the Nationalists, an alliance of Falangists, Monarchists, and Catholics, led by General Francisco Franco. Due
to the international political climate at the time, the war had many facets, and different views saw it as class
struggle, awar of religion, a struggle between dictatorship and republican = democracy,
between revolution and counterrevolution, between fascism and communism. The Nationalists won the war

in early 1939 and ruled Spain until Franco's death in November 1975.

The war began after a pronunciamiento (a declaration of military opposition) against the Republican
government by a group of generals of the Spanish Republican Armed Forces, originally under the leadership
of José Sanjurjo. The government at the time was a moderate, liberal coalition of Republicans, supported in
the Cortes by communist and socialist parties, under the leadership of centre-left President Manuel Azafa.
The Nationalist group was supported by a number of conservative groups, including the Spanish
Confederation of Autonomous Right-wing Groups (Confederacion Espafola de Derechas Autonomas, or

CEDA), monarchists, including both the opposing sides of Alfonsists and the religious conservative Carlists,
]

traveller

discovering world war II sights

Page4



and the Falange Espafiola de las Juntas de Ofensiva Nacional Sindicalista (FE y de las JONS),
a fascist political party. Sanjurjo was killed in an aircraft accident while attempting to return from exile in

Portugal, whereupon Franco emerged as the leader of the Nationalists.

The coup was supported by military units in the Spanish protectorate in
Morocco, Pamplona, Burgos, Zaragoza, Valladolid, Cadiz, Cérdoba, and Seville. However, rebelling units in
some important cities—such as Madrid, Barcelona, Valencia, Bilbao, and Malaga—did not gain control, and
those cities remained under the control of the government. Spain was thus left militarily and politically divided.
The Nationalists and the Republican government fought for control of the country. The Nationalist forces
received munitions, soldiers, and air support from Nazi Germany and Fascist Italy, while the Republican side
received support from the Soviet Union and Mexico. Other countries, such as the United Kingdom, France,
and the United States, continued to recognise the Republican government, but followed an official policy
of non-intervention. Notwithstanding this policy, tens of thousands of citizens from non-interventionist
countries directly participated in the conflict. They fought mostly in the pro-Republican International Brigades,

which also included several thousand exiles from pro-Nationalist regimes.

The Nationalists advanced from their strongholds in the south and west, capturing most of Spain's northern
coastline in 1937. They also besieged Madrid and the area to its south and west for much of the war. After
much of Catalonia was captured in 1938 and 1939, and Madrid cut off from Barcelona, the Republican military
position became hopeless. Madrid and Barcelona were occupied without resistance, Franco declared victory
and his regime received diplomatic recognition from all non-interventionist governments. Thousands of leftist
Spaniards fled to refugee camps in southern France. Those associated with the losing Republicans were
persecuted by the victorious Nationalists. With the establishment of a dictatorship led by General Franco in

the aftermath of the war, all right-wing parties were fused into the structure of the Franco regime.

The war became notable for the passion and political division it inspired and for the many atrocities that
occurred, on both sides. Organised purges occurred in territory captured by Franco's forces so they could
consolidate their future regime. A significant number of killings also took place in areas controlled by the

Republicans. The extent to which Republican authorities took part in killings in Republican territory varied.

Background

The 19th century was a turbulent time for Spain. Those in favour of reforming Spain's government vied for
political power with conservatives, who tried to prevent reforms from taking place. Some liberals, in a tradition
that had started with the Spanish Constitution of 1812, sought to limit the power of the monarchy of Spain and
to establish a liberal state. The reforms of 1812 did not last after King Ferdinand VIl dissolved the Constitution
and ended the Trienio Liberal government. Twelve successful coups were carried out between 1814 and
1874. Until the 1850s, the economy of Spain was primarily based on agriculture. There was little development
of a bourgeois industrial or commercial class. The land-based oligarchy remained powerful; a small number

of people held large estates called latifundia as well as all the important government positions.
]
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In 1868 popular uprisings led to the overthrow of Queen Isabella Il of the House of Bourbon. Two distinct
factors led to the uprisings: a series of urban riots and a liberal movement within the middle classes and the
military (led by General Joan Prim) concerned with the ultra-conservatism of the monarchy. In 1873 Isabella's
replacement, King Amadeo | of the House of Savoy, abdicated owing to increasing political pressure, and the
short-lived First Spanish Republic was proclaimed. After the restoration of the Bourbons in December
1874, Carlists and Anarchistsemerged in opposition to the monarchy. Alejandro Lerroux, Spanish politician
and leader of the Radical Republican Party, helped bring republicanism to the fore in Catalonia, where
poverty was particularly acute. Growing resentment of conscription and of the military culminated in

the Tragic Week in Barcelona in 1909.
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On April 2, 1931, the Republicans won the elections and the Spanish Second Republic was proclaimed. King Alfonso XllIresigned
and went into exile.

Spain was neutral in World War |. Following the war, the working class, industrial class, and military united
in hopes of removing the corrupt central government, but were unsuccessful. Popular perception of
communism as a major threat significantly increased during this period. In 1923 a
military coup brought Miguel Primo de Rivera to power; as a result, Spain transitioned to government by
military dictatorship. Support for the Rivera regime gradually faded, and he resigned in January 1930. He
was replaced by General Damaso Berenguer, who was in turn himself replaced by Admiral Juan Bautista
Aznar-Cabanfas; both men continued a policy of rule by decree. There was little support for the monarchy in
the major cities. Consequently, King Alfonso Xlll gave in to popular pressure for the establishment of a
republic in 1931 and called municipal elections for 12 April of that year. The socialist and liberal republicans
won almost all the provincial capitals, and following the resignation of Aznar's government, King Alfonso XIll
fled the country. At this time, the Second Spanish Republic was formed. It remained in power until the

culmination of the Spanish Civil War.

The revolutionary committee headed by Niceto Alcala-Zamora became the provisional government, with
Alcala-Zamora as president and head of state. The republic had broad support from all segments of
society. In May, an incident where a taxi driver was attacked outside a monarchist club sparked anti-clerical

. ___________________________________________________________________________________________
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violence throughout Madrid and south-west Spain. The government's slow response disillusioned the right
and reinforced their view that the Republic was determined to persecute the church. In June and July
the Confederacion Nacional del Trabajo, known as the CNT, called several strikes, which led to a violent
incident between CNT members and the Civil Guard and a brutal crackdown by the Civil Guard and
the army against the CNT in Seville. This led many workers to believe the Spanish Second Republic was just
as oppressive as the monarchy and the CNT announced their intention of overthrowing it via revolution.
Elections in June 1931 returned a large majority of Republicans and Socialists. With the onset of the Great
Depression, the government attempted to assist rural Spain by instituting an eight-hour day and

redistributing land tenure to farm workers.

The Church was a frequent target of the revolutionary left in the Republic and in the War. Only during the Civil War
revolutionaries destroyed/burned some 20,000 churches -including several cathedrals-, also church ornamentation (artworks,
paintings, tombs), books, archives, and palaces. Vast number of affected buildings are today defunct.

Fascism remained a reactive threat, helped by controversial reforms to the military. In December a new
reformist, liberal, and democratic constitution was declared. It included strong provisions enforcing a
broad secularisation of the Catholic country, which included the abolishing of Catholic schools and charities,
which many moderate committed Catholics opposed. Republican Manuel Azafia became prime minister of a
minority government in October 1931. In 1933 the parties of the right won the general elections, largely owing
to the anarchists' abstention from the vote, increased right-wing resentment of the incumbent government
caused by a controversial decree implementing land reform,[46] the Casas Viejas incident, and the formation
of a right-wing alliance, Spanish Confederation of Autonomous Right-wing Groups (CEDA). The recent

enfranchisement of women, most of whom voted for centre-right parties, was also a contributing factor.

Events in the period following November 1933, called the "black two years", seemed to make a civil war more
likely. Alejandro Lerroux of the Radical Republican Party (RRP) formed a government, reversing changes
made under the previous administration and granting amnesty to the collaborators of the unsuccessful
uprising by General José Sanjurjo in August 1932. Some monarchists joined with the then fascist-
nationalist Falange Espafola y de las JONS ("Falange") to help achieve their aims. Open violence occurred
in the streets of Spanish cities, and militancy continued to increase, reflecting a movement towards radical
upheaval, rather than peaceful democratic means as solutions. On 5 October 1934, the Accidén Republicana

and the Socialists (PSOE) and Communists attempted a general left-wing rebellion. The rebellion had a
|
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temporary success in Asturias and Barcelona, but was over in two weeks. Azafia was in Barcelona that day,
and the Lerroux-CEDA government tried to implicate him. He was arrested and charged with complicity in

the rebellion.

In the last months of 1934, two government collapses brought members of the CEDA into the
government. Farm workers' wages were cut in half, and the military was purged of Republican
members. A popular front alliance was organised, which narrowly won the 1936 elections. Azafia led a weak
minority government, but soon replaced Zamora as president in April. Prime Minister Santiago Casares
Quiroga ignored warnings of a military conspiracy involving several generals, who decided that the

government had to be replaced to prevent the dissolution of Spain.

Military coup

They shall not pass!Republican banner in Madrid reading "Fascism wants to conquer Madrid. Madrid shall be fascism's grave."
during the siege of 1936-39

The Republican government acted to remove suspect generals from influential posts. Franco was sacked as
chief of staff and transferred to command of the Canary lIslands. Manuel Goded Llopis was removed
as inspector general and was made general of the Balearic Islands. Emilio Mola was moved from head of
the Army of Africa to military commander of Pamplona in Navarre. This, however, allowed Mola to direct the
mainland uprising. General José Sanjurjo became the figurehead of the operation and helped reach an
agreement with the Carlists. Mola was chief planner and second in command. José Antonio Primo de
Rivera was put in prison in mid-March in order to restrict the Falange. However, government actions were
not as thorough as they might have been, and warnings by the Director of Security and other figures were

not acted upon.

On 12 June, Prime Minister Casares Quiroga met General Juan Yague, who falsely convinced Casares of
his loyalty to the republic. Mola began serious planning in the spring. Franco was a key player because of
his prestige as a former director of the military academy and as the man who suppressed the Asturian miners'
strike of 1934. He was well respected in the Army of Africa, the Army's toughest troops. He wrote a cryptic
letter to Casares on 23 June, suggesting that the military was disloyal, but could be restrained if he were put

in charge. Casares did nothing, failing to arrest or buy off Franco. With the help of the British Secret
- - - - - - - - - - -~ - -~ "]
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Intelligence Service agents Cecil Bebb and Major Hugh Pollard, the rebels chartered a Dragon
Rapide aircraft to transport Franco from the Canary Islands to Spanish Morocco. The plane flew to the

Canaries on 11 July, and Franco arrived in Morocco on 19 July.

Massive reprisals followed. The killing of Calvo Sotelo with police involvement aroused suspicions and strong
reactions among the government's opponents on the right. Although the nationalist generals were already
planning an uprising, the event provided a catalyst and a public justification for their coup.[69] Stanley
Payne claims the idea of a rebellion by army officers against the government had weakened before these
events, but the kidnapping and murder of Calvo Sotelo had an electrifying effect which provided a catalyst to
transform what was a "limping conspiracy" to a powerful revolt that could set off a civil war.". The involvement
of forces of public order in the plot and a lack of punishment or action against the attackers hurt public opinion
of the government. No effective action was taken, Payne points towards possible veto by socialists within the
government who shielded the killers who had been drawn from their ranks. Within hours of learming of the
murder and the reaction Franco changed his mind on rebellion and dispatched a message to Mola to display

his firm commitment.

The Socialists and Communists, led by Indalecio Prieto, demanded that arms be distributed to the people

before the military took over. The prime minister was hesitant.

Beginning of the coup
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The uprising's timing was fixed at 17 July, at 17:01, agreed to by the leader of the Carlists, Manuel Fal Conde.
However, the timing was changed—the men in the Spanish protectorate in Morocco were to rise up at 05:00
on 18 July and those in Spain proper a day later so that control of Spanish Morocco could be achieved and
forces sent back to the Iberian Peninsula to coincide with the risings there. The rising was intended to be a

swift coup d'état, but the government retained control of most of the country.

Control over Spanish Morocco was all but certain. The plan was discovered in Morocco on 17 July, which
prompted the conspirators to enact it immediately. Little resistance was encountered. In total, the rebels shot
189 people. Goded and Franco immediately took control of the islands to which they were assigned. On 18
July, Casares Quiroga refused an offer of help from the CNT and Unién General de Trabajadores (UGT),
leading the groups to proclaim a general strike—in effect, mobilising. They opened weapons caches, some
buried since the 1934 risings. The paramilitary security forces often waited to see the outcome of militia action
before either joining or suppressing the rebellion. Quick action by either the rebels or anarchist militias was
often enough to decide the fate of a town. General Gonzalo Queipo de Llano managed to secure Seville for

the rebels, arresting a number of other officers.

Outcome

The rebels failed to take any major cities with the critical exception of Seville, which provided a landing point
for Franco's African troops, and the primarily conservative and Catholic areas of Old Castile and Leén, which

fell quickly.[75] Cadiz was taken for the rebels, with the help of the first troops from the Army of Africa.

The government retained control of Malaga, Jaén, and Almeria. In Madrid, the rebels were hemmed into
the Cuartel de la Montafa siege, which fell with considerable bloodshed. Republican leader Casares Quiroga
was replaced by José Giral, who ordered the distribution of weapons among the civilian population. This
facilitated the defeat of the army insurrection in the main industrial centres, including Madrid, Barcelona,
and Valencia, but it allowed anarchists to take control of Barcelona along with large swathes of Aragén and
Catalonia. General Goded surrendered in Barcelona and was later condemned to death. The Republican
government ended up controlling almost all of the east coast and central area around Madrid, as well as most

of Asturias, Cantabria and part of the Basque Country in the north.

The rebels termed themselves Nacionales, normally translated "Nationalists”, although the former implies
"true Spaniards" rather than a nationalistic cause. The result of the coup was a nationalist area of control
containing 11 million of Spain's population of 25 million. The Nationalists had secured the support of around
half of Spain's territorial army, some 60,000 men, joined by the Army of Africa, made up of 35,000 men, and
a little under half of Spain's militaristic police forces, the Assault Guards, the Civil Guards, and
the Carabineers. Republicans controlled under half of the rifles and about a third of both machine guns and

artillery pieces.

The Spanish Republican Army had just 18 tanks of a sufficiently modern design, and the Nationalists took
control of 10. Naval capacity was uneven, with the Republicans retaining a numerical advantage, but with the
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Navy's top commanders and two of the most modern ships, heavy cruisers Canarias —captured at
the Ferrol shipyard—and Baleares, in Nationalist hands. The Spanish Republican Navysuffered from the
same problems as the army—many officers had defected or had been killed after trying to do so. Two-thirds
of air capability was retained by the government—however, the whole of the Republican Air Force was very

outdated.

Combatants

The war was cast by Republican sympathisers as a struggle between tyranny and freedom, and by Nationalist
supporters as communistand anarchist "red hordes" versus "Christian civilisation". Nationalists also claimed
they were bringing security and direction to an ungoverned and lawless country. Spanish politics, especially
on the left, was quite fragmented, since socialists and communists supported the republic. During the
republic, anarchists had mixed opinions, but both major groups opposed the Nationalists during the Civil War.
The Nationalists, in contrast, were united by their fervent opposition to the Republican government and

presented a more unified front.

C NATIONALISTS
T Ut ——

Republican and Nationalist conscription age limits

The coup divided the armed forces fairly evenly. One historical estimate suggests that there were some
87,000 troops loyal to the government and some 77,000 joining the insurgency, though some historians

suggest that the Nationalist figure should be revised upwards and that it probably amounted to some 95,000.

During the first few months both armies were joined in high numbers by volunteers, Nationalists by some

100,000 men and Republicans by some 120,000. From August both sides launched their own, similarly

scaled conscription schemes, resulting in further massive growth of their armies. Finally, the final months of

1936 saw the arrival of foreign troops, International Brigades joining the Republicans and ltalian CTV,

German Legion Condor and Portuguese Viriatos joining the Nationalists. The result was that in April 1937

there were some 360,000 soldiers in the Republican ranks and some 290,000 in the Nationalist ones.
i gl W

Republican forces during the battle of Irun in 1936
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The armies kept growing. The principal source of manpower was conscription; both sides continued and
expanded their schemes, the Nationalists drafting somewhat more aggressively, and there was little room
left for volunteering. Foreigners contributed little to further growth; on the Nationalist side the Italians scaled
down their engagement, while on the Republican side the influx of new interbrigadistas did not cover losses
suffered by these units on the front. At the turn of 1937/1938 both armies achieved numerical parity and
equalled about 700,000 each.

Throughout 1938 the principal if not exclusive source of new men was a draft; at this stage it was the
Republicans who conscripted more aggressively. In the middle of the year, just prior to the Battle of Ebro, the
Republicans achieved their all-time high, commanding an army of slightly above 800,000; this was already
no match for the Nationalists, who numbered 880,000. The Battle of Ebro, fall of Catalonia and collapsing
discipline produced a massive shrinking of the Republican troops. In late February 1939 their army was
400,000 compared to more than double that number of Nationalists. In the moment of their final victory, the

latter commanded over 900,000 troops.

The total number of Spaniards serving in the Republican forces was officially stated as 917,000; later
scholarly work estimated the number as "well over 1 million men", though earlier studies claimed a
Republican total of 1.75 million (including non-Spaniards). The total number of Spaniards serving in the
Nationalist units is estimated at "nearly 1 million men", though earlier works claimed a total of 1.26 million

Nationalists (including non-Spaniards).

Republicans

CNT

AlT

Flags of the Popular Front (left) and CNT/FAI (right). The slogan of the CNT/FAI anarchists was "Ni dios, ni estado, ni patréon” (Neither
god, Nor state, Nor boss), widespread by the Spanish anarchists since 1910.

Only two countries openly and fully supported the Republic: Mexico and the USSR. From them, especially
the USSR, the Republic received diplomatic support, volunteers, weapons and vehicles. Other countries
remained neutral, this neutrality faced serious opposition from sympathizers in the United States and United
Kingdom, and to a lesser extent in other European countries and from Marxists worldwide. This led to
formation of the International Brigades, thousands of foreigners of all nationalities who voluntarily went to

Spain to aid the Republic in the fight; they meant a great deal to morale but militarily were not very significant.
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Manuel Azafia was the intellectual leader of the Second Republic and headman of the Republican-side during most of the Civil War.

The Republic's supporters within Spain ranged from centrists who supported a moderately-capitalist liberal
democracy to revolutionary anarchists who opposed the Republic but sided with it against the coup forces.
Their base was primarily secular and urban but also included landless peasants and was particularly strong

in industrial regions like Asturias, the Basque country, and Catalonia.

This faction was called variously leales "Loyalists" by supporters, "Republicans”, the "Popular Front", or "the
government" by all parties; and/or los rojos "the Reds" by their opponents. Republicans were supported by

urban workers, agricultural labourers, and parts of the middle class.
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Republican volunteers at Teruel, 1936

The conservative, strongly Catholic Basque country, along with Catholic Galicia and the more left-leaning
Catalonia, sought autonomy or independence from the central government of Madrid. The Republican
government allowed for the possibility of self-government for the two regions, whose forces were gathered
under the People's Republican Army(Ejército Popular Republicano, or EPR), which was reorganised

into mixed brigades after October 1936.

Nationalists

Flags of the Falange Espariola Tradicionalista y de las Juntas de Ofensiva Nacional Sindicalista (left) and the Carlist Requetés(right)
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The Nacionales or Nationalists, also called "insurgents”, "rebels" or, by opponents, Franquistas or "fascists"
—feared national fragmentation and opposed the separatist movements. They were chiefly defined by
their anti-communism, which galvanised diverse or opposed movements like Falangists and monarchists.

Their leaders had a generally wealthier, more conservative, monarchist, landowning background.

The Nationalist side included the Carlists and Alfonsists, Spanish nationalists, the fascist Falange, and most
conservatives and monarchist liberals. Virtually all Nationalist groups had strong Catholic convictions and
supported the native Spanish clergy. The Nationals included the majority of the Catholic clergy and
practitioners (outside of the Basque region), important elements of the army, most large landowners, and

many businessmen.

Italian troops manning a 10 cm howitzer at Guadalajara, 1937

One of the rightists' principal motives was to confront the anti-clericalism of the Republican regime and to
defend the Catholic Church, which had been targeted by opponents, including Republicans, who blamed the
institution for the country's ills. The Church was against many of the Republicans' reforms, which were fortified
by the Spanish Constitution of 1931.[114] Articles 24 and 26 of the 1931 constitution had banned the Society
of Jesus. This proscription deeply offended many within the conservative fold. The revolution in the
Republican zone at the outset of the war, in which 7,000 clergy and thousands of lay people were killed,

deepened Catholic support for the Nationalists.

Prior to the war, during the Asturian miners' strike of 1934, religious buildings were burnt and at least 100
clergy, religious civilians, and pro-Catholic police were killed by revolutionaries. Franco had brought in
Spain's colonial Army of Africa (Spanish: Ejército de Africa or Cuerpo de Ejército Marroqui) and reduced the
miners to submission by heavy artillery attacks and bombing raids. The Spanish Legion committed atrocities
and the army carried out summary executions of leftists. The repression in the aftermath was brutal and

prisoners were tortured.

The Moroccan Fuerzas Regulares Indigenas joined the rebellion and played a significant role in the civil war.

Other factions

Catalan and Basque nationalists were not univocal. Left-wing Catalan nationalists sided with the
Republicans, while Conservative Catalan nationalists were far less vocal in supporting the government due

to anti-clericalism and confiscations occurring in areas within its control. Basque nationalists, heralded by the
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conservative Basque Nationalist Party, were mildly supportive of the Republican government, although some
in Navarre sided with the uprising for the same reasons influencing conservative Catalans. Notwithstanding
religious matters, Basque nationalists, who were for the most part Catholic, generally sided with the
Republicans, although the PNV, Basque nationalist party, was reported passing the plans of Bilbao defences

to the nationalists, in an attempt to reduce the duration and casualties of siege.

Foreign involvement

The Spanish Civil War exposed political divisions across Europe. The right and the Catholics supported the
Nationalists as a way to stop the expansion of Bolshevism. On the left, including labor unions, students and
intellectuals, the war represented a necessary battle to stop the spread of fascism. Anti-war and pacifist
sentiment was strong in many countries, leading to warnings that the Civil War had the potential of escalating

into a second world war. In this respect, the war was an indicator of the growing instability across Europe.

The Spanish Civil War involved large numbers of non-Spanish citizens who participated in combat and
advisory positions. Britain and France led a political alliance of 27 nations that promised non-intervention in
the Spanish Civil War, including an embargo on all arms to Spain. The United States unofficially went along.
Germany, ltaly and the Soviet Union signed on officially, but ignored the embargo. The attempted
suppression of imported material was largely ineffective, however, and France especially was accused of
allowing large shipments to Republican troops. The clandestine actions of the various European powers

were, at the time, considered to be risking another world war, alarming antiwar elements across the world.

The League of Nations' reaction to the war was influenced by a fear of communism, and was insufficient to
contain the massive importation of arms and other war resources by the fighting factions. Although a Non-

Intervention Committee was formed, its policies accomplished little and its directives were ineffective.

Support for the Nationalists

Germany

Members of the Condor Legion, a unit composed of volunteers from the German Air Force (Luftwaffe) and from the German Army
(Heer).
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General Moscardé showing Heinrich Himmler the ruins of the Alcazar

German involvement began days after fighting broke out in July 1936. Adolf Hitler quickly sent in powerful air
and armored units to assist the Nationalists. The war provided combat experience with the latest technology
for the German military. However, the intervention also posed the risk of escalating into a world war for which
Hitler was not ready. He therefore limited his aid, and instead encouraged Benito Mussolini to send in large

Italian units.

Nazi Germany's actions included the formation of the multitasking Condor Legion, a unit composed of
volunteers from the Luftwaffe and the German Army (Heer) from July 1936 to March 1939. The Condor
Legion proved to be especially useful in the 1936 Battle of the Toledo. Germany moved the Army of Africa to
mainland Spain in the war's early stages. German operations slowly expanded to include strike targets, most
notably — and controversially — the bombing of Guernica which, on 26 April 1937, killed 200 to 300 civilians.
Germany also used the war to test out new weapons, such as the Luftwaffe Junkers Ju 87 Stukas

and Junkers Ju-52 transport Trimotors (used also as Bombers), which showed themselves to be effective.

German involvement was further manifested through undertakings such as Operation Ursula, a U-
boat undertaking, and contributions from the Kriegsmarine. The Legion spearheaded many Nationalist
victories, particularly in aerial combat, while Spain further provided a proving ground for German tank tactics.
The training which German units provided to the Nationalist forces would prove valuable. By the War's end,
perhaps 56,000 Nationalist soldiers, encompassing infantry, artillery, aerial and naval forces, had been

trained by German detachments.

A total of approximately 16,000 German citizens fought in the war, with approximately 300 killed, though no
more than 10,000 participated at any one time. German aid to the Nationalists amounted to approximately
£43,000,000 ($215,000,000) in 1939 prices, 15.5 percent of which was used for salaries and expenses and
21.9 percent for direct delivery of supplies to Spain, while 62.6 percent was expended on the Condor Legion.

In total, Germany provided the Nationalists with 600 planes and 200 tanks.

Italy

As the conquest of Ethiopia in the Second Italo-Ethiopian War made the Italian government confident in its
military power, Benito Mussolini joined the war to secure Fascist control of the Mediterranean, supporting the
Nationalist to a greater extent than National-Socialist did . The Royal Italian Navy(ltalian: Regia Marina)

played a substantial role in the Mediterranean blockade, and ultimately Italy supplied machine guns, artillery,
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aircraft, tankettes, the Aviazione Legionaria, and the Corpo Truppe Volontarie (CTV) to the Nationalist cause.
The Italian CTV would, at its peak, supply the Nationalists with 50,000 men. Italian warships took part in
breaking the Republican navy's blockade of Nationalist-held Spanish Morocco and took part in naval
bombardment of Republican-held Malaga, Valencia, and Barcelona. In total, Italy provided the Nationalists
with 660 planes, 150 tanks, 800 artillery pieces, 10,000 machine guns, and 240,000 rifles.

Portugal

The Estado Novo regime of Portuguese Prime Minister Anténio de Oliveira Salazar played an important role
in supplying Franco's forces with ammunition and logistical help.[140] Despite its discreet direct military
involvement — restrained to a somewhat "semi-official" endorsement, by its authoritarian regime, of a
volunteer force of up to 20,000, so-called "Viriatos" — for the whole duration of the conflict, Portugal was
instrumental in providing the Nationalists with organizational skills and reassurance from the Iberian
neighbour to Franco and his allies that no interference would hinder the supply traffic directed to the

Nationalist cause.

Others

The Conservative government of the UK maintained a position of strong neutrality and was supported by
elites and the media, while the left mobilized aid to the Republic. The government refused to allow arms
shipments and sent warships to try to stop shipments. It was theoretically a crime to volunteer to fight in
Spain, but about 4,000 went anyway. Intellectuals strongly favoured the Republicans. Many visited Spain,
hoping to find authentic anti-fascism. They had little impact on the government, and could not shake the
strong public mood for peace. The Labour Party was split, with its Catholic element favouring the Nationalists.
It officially endorsed the boycott and expelled a faction that demanded support for the Republican cause; but

it finally voiced some support to Loyalists.

Romanian volunteers were led by lon Mota, deputy-leader of the Iron Guard ("Legion of the Archangel
Michael"), whose group of Seven Legionaries visited Spain in December 1936 to ally their movement with

the Nationalists.

Despite the Irish government's prohibition against participating in the war, about 600 Irishmen, followers of
the Irish political activist and co-founder of the recently created political party of Fine Gael (unofficially called
"The Blue Shirts"), Eoin O'Duffy, known as the "Irish Brigade", went to Spain to fight alongside Franco. The
majority of the volunteers were Catholics, and according to O'Duffy had volunteered to help the Nationalists

fight against communism.
Support for the Republicans

International Brigades
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The Etkar André battalion of the International Brigades

Many non-Spaniards, often affiliated with radical communist or socialist entities, joined the International
Brigades, believing that the Spanish Republic was a front line in the war against fascism. The units
represented the largest foreign contingent of those fighting for the Republicans. Roughly 40,000 foreign
nationals fought with the Brigades, though no more than 18,000 were in the conflict at any given time. They

claimed to represent 53 nations.

Significant numbers of volunteers came from in the French Third Republic (10,000), Nazi Germany,
the Federal State of Austria (5,000) and the Kingdom of Italy (3,350). More than 1000 each came from
the Soviet Union, the United States, the United Kingdom, the Second Polish Republic, the Kingdom of
Yugoslavia, the Kingdom of Hungary and Canada. The Thalmann Battalion, a group of Germans, and
the Garibaldi Battalion, a group of Italians, distinguished their units during the Siege of Madrid. Americans
fought in units such as the XV International Brigade ("Abraham Lincoln Brigade"), while Canadians joined

the Mackenzie—Papineau Battalion.

Polish volunteers in the International Brigades

More than 500 Romanians fought on the Republican side, including Romanian Communist
Party members Petre Borila and Valter Roman. About 145 men from Ireland formed the Connolly Column,
which was immortalized by Irish folk musician Christy Moore in the song "Viva la Quinta Brigada". Some
Chinese joined the Brigades; the majority of them eventually returned to China, but some went to prison or

to French refugee camps, and a handful remained in Spain.

Soviet Union
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Review of Soviet armored fighting vehicles used to equip the Republican People's Army during the Spanish Civil War

Though General Secretary Joseph Stalin had signed the Non-Intervention Agreement, the Soviet Union
contravened the League of Nations embargo by providing material assistance to the Republican forces,
becoming their only source of major weapons. Unlike Hitler and Mussolini, Stalin tried to do this covertly.
Estimates of material provided by the USSR to the Republicans vary between 634 and 806 aircraft, 331 and
362 tanks and 1,034 to 1,895 artillery pieces. Stalin also created Section X of the Soviet Union military to
head the weapons shipment operation, called Operation X. Despite Stalin's interest in aiding the Republicans,
the quality of arms was inconsistent. Many rifles and field guns provided were old, obsolete or otherwise of
limited use (some dated back to the 1860s) but the T-26 and BT-5 tanks were modern and effective in
combat. The Soviet Union supplied aircraft that were in current service with their own forces but the aircraft

provided by Germany to the Nationalists proved superior by the end of the war.

The process of shipping arms from Russia to Spain was extremely slow. Many shipments were lost or arrived
only partially matching what had been authorised. Stalin ordered shipbuilders to include false decks in the
design of ships and while at sea, Soviet captains employed deceptive flags and paint schemes to evade

detection by the Nationalists.

The USSR sent 2,000-3,000 military advisers to Spain; while the Soviet commitment of troops was fewer
than 500 men at a time, Soviet volunteers often operated Soviet-made tanks and aircraft, particularly at the

beginning of the war.

The Republic paid for Soviet arms with official Bank of Spain gold reserves, 176 tonnes of which was

transferred through France and 510 directly to Russia, which was called Moscow gold.

Also, the Soviet Union directed Communist parties around the world to organise and recruit the International

Brigades.

Another significant Soviet involvement was the activity of the People's Commissariat for Internal Affairs
(NKVD) inside the Republican rearguard. Communist figures including Vittorio Vidali("Comandante
Contreras"), losif Grigulevich, Mikhail Koltsov and, most prominently, Aleksandr Mikhailovich Orlov led
operations that included the murders of Catalan anti-Stalinist Communist politician Andrés Nin, the socialist
journalist Mark Rein, and the independent left-wing activist José Robles. Another NKVD-led operation was
the shooting down (in December 1936) of the French aircraft in which the delegate of the International
Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC), Georges Henny, carried extensive documentation on the Paracuellos

massacres to France.

France

Fearing it might spark a civil war inside France, the leftist "Popular Front" government in France did not send
direct support to the Republicans. French Prime Minister Léon Blum was sympathetic to the republic, fearing
that the success of Nationalist forces in Spain would result in the creation of an ally state of Nazi Germany

and Fascist Italy, an alliance that would nearly encircle France. Right-wing politicians opposed any aid and
]
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attacked the Blum government. In July 1936, British officials convinced Blum not to send arms to the
Republicans and, on 27 July, the French government declared that it would not send military aid, technology
or forces to assist the Republican forces. However, Blum made clear that France reserved the right to provide
aid should it wish to the Republic: "We could have delivered arms to the Spanish Government [Republicans],
a legitimate government... We have not done so, in order not to give an excuse to those who would be
tempted to send arms to the rebels [Nationalists].

Even after covert support by France to the Republicans ended in December 1936, the possibility of French
intervention against the Nationalists remained a serious possibility throughout the war. German intelligence
reported to Franco and the Nationalists that the French military was engaging in open discussions about
intervention in the war through French military intervention in Catalonia and the Balearic Islands. In 1938
Franco feared an immediate French intervention against a potential Nationalist victory in Spain through
French occupation of Catalonia, the Balearic Islands, and Spanish Morocco.

Course of the war

1936

Map showing Spain in September 1936:
Area under Nationalist control
Area under Republican control

Surrender of Republican soldiers in the Somosierra area, 1936
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A large air and sealift of Nationalist troops in Spanish Morocco was organised to the southwest of
Spain. Coup leader Sanjurjo was killed in a plane crash on 20 July, leaving an effective command split
between Mola in the North and Franco in the South.[63]This period also saw the worst actions of the so-
called "Red" and "White Terrors" in Spain. On 21 July, the fifth day of the rebellion, the Nationalists captured

the central Spanish naval base, located in Ferrol, Galicia.

A rebel force under Colonel Alfonso Beorlegui Canet, sent by General Mola and Colonel Esteban Garcia,
undertook the Campaign of Gipuzkoa from July to September. The capture of Gipuzkoa isolated the
Republican provinces in the north. On 5 September, the Nationalists closed the French border to the
Republicans in the battle of Irun. On 15 September San Sebastian, home to a divided Republican force of

anarchists and Basque nationalists, was taken by Nationalist soldiers.

The Republic proved ineffective militarily, relying on disorganised revolutionary militias. The Republican
government under Giral resigned on 4 September, unable to cope with the situation, and was replaced by a
mostly Socialist organisation under Francisco Largo Caballero. The new leadership began to unify central

command in the republican zone.

On the Nationalist side, Franco was chosen as chief military commander at a meeting of ranking generals
at Salamanca on 21 September, now called by the title Generalisimo. Franco won another victory on 27
September when his troops relieved the siege of the Alcazar in Toledo, which had been held by a Nationalist
garrison under Colonel José Moscardo ltuarte since the beginning of the rebellion, resisting thousands of
Republican troops, who completely surrounded the isolated building. Moroccans and elements of the Spanish
Legion came to the rescue.Two days after relieving the siege, Franco proclaimed
himself Caudillo("chieftain", the Spanish equivalent of the Italian Duce and the German Fihrer -meaning:
'director') while forcibly unifying the various and diverse Falangist, Royalist and other elements within the
Nationalist cause. The diversion to Toledo gave Madrid time to prepare a defense, but was hailed as a major
propaganda victory and personal success for Franco. On 1 October 1936, General Franco was confirmed
head of state and armies in Burgos. A similar dramatic success for the Nationalists occurred on 17 October,

when troops coming from Galicia relieved the besieged town of Oviedo, in Northern Spain.

In October, the Francoist troops launched a major offensive toward Madrid, reaching it in early November
and launching a major assault on the city on 8 November. The Republican government was forced to shift
from Madrid to Valencia, outside the combat zone, on 6 November. However, the Nationalists' attack on the
capital was repulsed in fierce fighting between 8 and 23 November. A contributory factor in the successful
Republican defense was the effectiveness of the Fifth Regiment[201] and later the arrival of the International
Brigades, though only an approximate 3,000 foreign volunteers participated in the battle. Having failed to
take the capital, Franco bombarded it from the air and, in the following two years, mounted several offensives
to try to encircle Madrid, beginning the three-year Siege of Madrid. The Second Battle of the Corunna Road,
a Nationalist offensive to the northwest, pushed Republican forces back, but failed to isolate Madrid. The

battle lasted into January.
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1937

Map showing Spain in October 1937:

Area under Nationalist control

Area under Republican control
With his ranks swelled by ltalian troops and Spanish colonial soldiers from Morocco, Franco made another
attempt to capture Madrid in January and February 1937, but was again unsuccessful. The Battle of
Malaga started in mid-January, and this Nationalist offensive in Spain's southeast would turn into a disaster
for the Republicans, who were poorly organised and armed. The city was taken by Franco on 8 February.
The consolidation of various militias into the Republican Army had started in December 1936. The main
Nationalist advance to cross the Jarama and cut the supply to Madrid by the Valencia road, termed the Battle
of Jarama, led to heavy casualties (6,000-20,000) on both sides. The operation's main objective was not
met, though Nationalists gained a modest amount of territory.

A similar Nationalist offensive, the Battle of Guadalajara, was a more significant defeat for Franco and his
armies. This was the only publicised Republican victory of the war. Franco used Italian troops
and blitzkrieg tactics; while many strategists blamed Franco for the rightists' defeat, the Germans believed it
was the former at fault for the Nationalists' 5,000 casualties and loss of valuable equipment. The German

strategists successfully argued that the Nationalists needed to concentrate on vulnerable areas first.
—

Ruins of Guernica
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The "War in the North" began in mid-March, with the Biscay Campaign. The Basques suffered most from the
lack of a suitable air force. On 26 April, the Condor Legion bombed the town of Guernica, killing 200—-300
and causing significant damage. The destruction had a significant effect on international opinion. The

Basques retreated.

April and May saw the May Days, infighting among Republican groups in Catalonia. The dispute was between
an ultimately victorious government —Communist forces and the anarchist CNT. The disturbance pleased
Nationalist command, but little was done to exploit Republican divisions. After the fall of Guernica, the
Republican government began to fight back with increasing effectiveness. In July, it made a move to
recapture Segovia, forcing Franco to delay his advance on the Bilbao front, but for only two weeks. A similar

Republican attack, the Huesca Offensive, failed similarly.

Mola, Franco's second-in-command, was killed on 3 June, in an airplane accident. In early July, despite the
earlier loss at the Battle of Bilbao, the government launched a strong counter-offensive to the west of Madrid,
focusing on Brunete. The Battle of Brunete, however, was a significant defeat for the Republic, which lost
many of its most accomplished troops. The offensive led to an advance of 50 square kilometres (19 sq mi),

and left 25,000 Republican casualties.

A Republican offensive against Zaragoza was also a failure. Despite having land and aerial advantages,
the Battle of Belchite, a place lacking any military interest, resulted in an advance of only 10 kilometres
(6.2mi) and the loss of much equipment. Franco invaded Aragén and took the city of
Santander in Cantabria in August. With the surrender of the Republican army in the Basque territory came
the Santofia Agreement. Gijon finally fell in late October in the Asturias Offensive. Franco had effectively won
in the north. At November's end, with Franco's troops closing in on Valencia, the government had to move

again, this time to Barcelona.
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Map showing Spain in July 1938:
Area under Nationalist control
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Area under Republican control

The Battle of Teruel was an important confrontation. The city, which had formerly belonged to the
Nationalists, was conquered by Republicans in January. The Francoist troops launched an offensive and

recovered the city by 22 February, but Franco was forced to rely heavily on German and lItalian air support.

On 7 March, Nationalists launched the Aragon Offensive, and by 14 April they had pushed through to the
Mediterranean, cutting the Republican-held portion of Spain in two. The Republican government attempted
to sue for peace in May, but Franco demanded unconditional surrender, and the war raged on. In July, the
Nationalist army pressed southward from Teruel and south along the coast toward the capital of the Republic

at Valencia, but was halted in heavy fighting along the XYZ Line, a system of fortifications defending Valencia.

The Republican government then launched an all-out campaign to reconnect their territory in the Battle of the
Ebro, from 24 July until 26 November, where Franco personally took command. The campaign was
unsuccessful, and was undermined by the Franco-British appeasement of Hitler in Munich. The agreement
with Britain effectively destroyed Republican morale by ending hope of an anti-fascist alliance with Western
powers. The retreat from the Ebro all but determined the final outcome of the war. Eight days before the new

year, Franco threw massive forces into an invasion of Catalonia.
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Map showing Spain in February 1939:
Area under Nationalist control

Area under Republican control
Franco's troops conquered Catalonia in a whirlwind campaign during the first two months of

1939. Tarragona fell on 15 January, followed by Barcelona on 26 January and Girona on 2 February. On 27

February, the United Kingdom and France recognized the Franco regime.

Only Madrid and a few other strongholds remained for the Republican forces. On 5 March 1939 the
Republican army, led by the Colonel Segismundo Casado and the politician Julian Besteiro, rose against the

prime minister Juan Negrin and formed the National Defence Council (Consejo Nacional de
|

traveller

discovering world war II sights

Page24



Defensa or CND) to negotiate a peace deal. Negrin fled to France on 6 March, but the Communist troops
around Madrid rose against the junta, starting a brief civil war within the civil war. Casado defeated them, and
began peace negotiations with the Nationalists, but Franco refused to accept anything less than unconditional

surrender.

On 26 March, the Nationalists started a general offensive, on 28 March the Nationalists occupied Madrid and,
by 31 March, they controlled all Spanish territory. Franco proclaimed victory in a radio speech aired on 1
April, when the last of the Republican forces surrendered.

Franco arriving in San Sebastian in 1939

After the end of the war, there were harsh reprisals against Franco's former enemies.[239]Thousands of
Republicans were imprisoned and at least 30,000 executed. Other estimates of these deaths range from
50,000[241] to 200,000, depending on which deaths are included. Many others were put to forced labour,

building railways, draining swamps, and digging canals.

S0

Franco declares the end of the war, though small pockets of Republicans fought on.

Hundreds of thousands of Republicans fled abroad, with some 500,000 fleeing to France.[242] Refugees
were confined in internment camps of the French Third Republic, such as Camp Gurs or Camp Vernet,
where 12,000 Republicans were housed in squalid conditions. In his capacity as consul in Paris, Chilean poet
and politician Pablo Neruda organised the immigration to Chile of 2,200 Republican exiles in France using

the ship SS Winnipeg.

Of the 17,000 refugees housed in Gurs, farmers and others who could not find relations in France were
encouraged by the Third Republic, in agreement with the Francoist government, to return to Spain. The great
maijority did so and were turned over to the Francoist authorities in Irin. From there, they were transferred to
the Miranda de Ebro camp for "purification" according to the Law of Political Responsibilities. After the
proclamation by Marshal Philippe Pétain of the Vichy regime, the refugees became political prisoners, and
the French police attempted to round up those who had been liberated from the camp. Along with other
"undesirable" people, the Spaniards were sent to the Drancy internment camp before being deported to Nazi

Germany. About 5,000 Spaniards died in the Mauthausen concentration camp.
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After the official end of the war, guerrilla warfare was waged on an irregular basis by the Spanish Maquis well
into the 1950s, gradually reduced by military defeats and scant support from the exhausted population. In
1944, a group of republican veterans, who also fought in the French resistance against the Nazis, invaded

the Val d'Aran in northwest Catalonia, but were defeated after 10 days.

Evacuation of children

Children preparing for evacuation, some giving the Republican salute. The Republicans showed a raised fistwhereas the Nationalists

gave the Roman salute.

The Republicans oversaw the evacuation of 30,000-35,000 children from their zone, starting with Basque
areas, from which 20,000 were evacuated. Their destinations included the United Kingdom and the USSR,
and many other locations in Europe, along with Mexico. On 21 May 1937, around 4,000 Basque children
were taken to the UK on the aging steamship SS Habana from the Spanish port of Santurtzi. This was against
initial opposition from both the government and charitable groups, who saw the removal of children from their
native country as potentially harmful. On arrival two days later in Southampton, the children were dispersed
all over England, with over 200 children accommodated in Wales. The upper age limit was initially set at 12,
but raised to 15. By mid-September, all of los nifios, as they became known, had found homes with families.
Most were repatriated to Spain after the war, but some 250 still remained in Britain by the end of the Second
World War in 1945.

Death toll

The death toll of the Spanish Civil War is far from clarified and remains — especially in part related to war and
post-war repression — a very controversial issue. Many general historiographic works — notably in Spain —
refrain from advancing any figures; massive historical series, encyclopedias or dictionaries might not provide
any numbers or at best propose vague general descriptions; also more detailed general history accounts
produced by expert Spanish scholars often remain silent on the issue. Foreign scholars, especially Anglo-
Saxon historians, are more eager to offer some general estimates, though some have revised their
projections, usually downwards, and the figures could vary from 1 million to 250,000. Apart from bias/ill will,
incompetence or changing access to sources, the differences result chiefly from categorisation and

methodology issues.
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Entirely different approach is pursued by demographers; instead of adding up deaths from different
categories, they try to gauge the difference between the total number of deaths recorded during the war and
the total which would have resulted from applying annual death averages from the 1926—1935 period; this
difference is considered excess death resulting from the war. The figure they arrive at for the 1936—-1939
period is 346,000; the figure for 1936—1942, covering also the years of post-war deaths resulting from terror
and war sufferings, is 540,000. Finally, there are scholars who go even further and calculate "population loss"
or "demographic impact" of the war; in this case they might include also 10) migration abroad: 160,000 to
730,000 and 11) decrease in birth rate: 500,000 to 570,000.

Atrocities

Twenty-six republicans were assassinated by Franco's Nationalists at the beginning of the Spanish Civil War, between August and
September 1936. This mass grave is located at the small town of Estépar, in Burgos Province. The excavation occurred in July—
August 2014.

Death totals remain debated. British historian Antony Beevor wrote in his history of the Civil War that Franco's
ensuing "white terror" resulted in the deaths of 200,000 people and that the "red terror" killed 38,000. Julius
Ruiz contends that, "Although the figures remain disputed, a minimum of 37,843 executions were carried out
in the Republican zone, with a maximum of 150,000 executions (including 50,000 after the war) in Nationalist

Spanish Civil War grave sites. Location of known burial places. Colors refer to the type of intervention that
has been carried out. Green: No Interventions Undertaken so far. White: Missing grave. Yellow: Transferred
to the Valle de los Caidos. Red: Fully or Partially Exhumed. Blue star: Valle de los Caidos. Source: Ministry
of Justice of Spain
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In 2008 a Spanish judge, Baltasar Garzon, opened an investigation into the executions and disappearances
of 114,266 people between 17 July 1936 and December 1951. Among the executions investigated was that
of the poet and dramatist Federico Garcia Lorca, whose body has never been found. Mention of Garcia

Lorca's death was forbidden during Franco's regime.

Recent research has started to locate mass graves, using a combination of witness testimony, remote

sensing and forensic geophysics techniques.

The view of historians, including Helen Graham, Paul Preston, Antony Beevor, Gabriel Jackson and Hugh
Thomas, is that the mass executions behind the Nationalists lines were organised and approved by the
Nationalist rebel authorities, while the executions behind the Republican lines were the result of the

breakdown of the Republican state and anarchy:

Though there was much wanton killing in rebel Spain, the idea of the limpieza, the "cleaning up", of the
country from the evils which had overtaken it, was a disciplined policy of the new authorities and a part of
their programme of regeneration. In republican Spain, most of the killing was the consequence of anarchy,
the outcome of a national breakdown, and not the work of the state, although some political parties in some
cities abetted the enormities, and some of those responsible ultimately rose to positions of authority.

— Hugh Thomas

Nationalists

Nationalist SM.81 aircraft bomb Madrid in late November 1936.
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Children take refuge during the Francoist bombing over Madrid (1936-1937). In spite of that Republicans managed to repulse

this siege.
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Nationalist atrocities, which authorities frequently ordered so as to eradicate any trace of "leftism" in Spain,
were common. The notion of a limpieza(cleansing) formed an essential part of the rebel strategy, and the
process began immediately after an area had been captured. According to historian Paul Preston, the
minimum number of those executed by the rebels is 130,000, and is likely to have been far higher, with other
historians placing the figure at 200,000 dead. The violence was carried out in the rebel zone by the military,

the Civil Guard and the Falange in the name of the regime.

Many such acts were committed by reactionary groups during the first weeks of the war. This included the
execution of schoolteachers, because the efforts of the Second Spanish Republic to promote laicism and
displace the Church from schools by closing religious educational institutions were considered by the
Nationalists as an attack on the Roman Catholic Church. Extensive killings of civilians were carried out in the
cities captured by the Nationalists, along with the execution of unwanted individuals. These included non-
combatants such as trade-unionists, Popular Front politicians, suspected Freemasons, Basque,
Catalan, Andalusian, and Galician Nationalists, Republican intellectuals, relatives of known Republicans,

and those suspected of voting for the Popular Front.

Bombing in Barcelona, 1938

Nationalist forces massacred civilians in Seville, where some 8,000 people were shot; 10,000 were killed
in Cordoba; 6,000-12,000 were killed in Badajoz after more than one thousand of landowners and
conservatives were killed by the revolutionaries. In Granada, where working-class neighborhoods were hit
with artillery and right-wing squads were given free rein to kill government sympathizers, at least 2,000 people
were murdered. In February 1937, over 7,000 were killed after the capture of Malaga. When Bilbao was
conquered, thousands of people were sent to prison. There were fewer executions than usual, however,
because of the effect Guernica left on Nationalists' reputations internationally. The numbers killed as the
columns of the Army of Africa devastated and pillaged their way between Seville and Madrid are particularly

difficult to calculate.

Nationalists also murdered Catholic clerics. In one particular incident, following the capture of Bilbao, they
took hundreds of people, including 16 priests who had served as chaplains for the Republican forces, to the

countryside or graveyards and murdered them.

Franco's forces also persecuted Protestants, including murdering 20 Protestant ministers. Franco's forces

were determined to remove the "Protestant heresy" from Spain. The Nationalists also persecuted Basques,
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as they strove to eradicate Basque culture. According to Basque sources, some 22,000 Basques were

murdered by Nationalists immediately after the Civil War.

The Nationalist side conducted aerial bombing of cities in Republican territory, carried out mainly by the
Luftwaffe volunteers of the Condor Legion and the Italian air force volunteers of the Corpo Truppe Volontarie:
Madrid, Barcelona, Valencia, Guernica, Durango, and other cities were attacked. The Bombing of Guernica

was the most controversial.

Republicans
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"Execution" of the Sacred Heart of Jesus by Communist militiamen. The photograph in the London Daily Mailhad the caption "Spanish
Reds' war on religion".

According to the Nationalists, an estimated 55,000 civilians died in Republican-held territories. This is
considered excessive by Antony Beevor. However, it was much less than the half a million claimed during

the war. The deaths would form the prevailing outside opinion of the republic up until the bombing of Guernica.

The Republican government was anticlerical, and supporters attacked and murdered Roman Catholic clergy
in reaction to the news of military revolt. In his 1961 book, Spanish archbishop Antonio Montero Moreno, who
at the time was director of the journal Ecclesia, wrote that 6,832 were killed during the war, including 4,184
priests, 2,365 monks and friars, and 283 nuns, in addition to 13 bishops, a figure accepted by historians,
including Beevor. Some sources claim that by the conflict's end, 20 percent of the nation's clergy had been
killed, The "Execution" of the Sacred Heart of Jesus by Communist militiamen at Cerro de los Angeles near
Madrid, on 7 August 1936, was the most infamous of widespread desecration of religious property. In
dioceses where the Republicans had general control, a large proportion — often a majority — of secular priests

were Kkilled.

Like clergy, civilians were executed in Republican territories. Some civilians were executed as suspected
Falangists. Others died in acts of revenge after Republicans heard of massacres carried out in the Nationalist
zone. Air raids committed against Republican cities were another driving factor. Shopkeepers and
industrialists were shot if they did not sympathise with the Republicans, and were usually spared if they
did. Fake justice was sought through commissions, named checas after the Soviet secret police

organization.
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The Puente Nuevo bridge, Ronda. Both Nationalists and Republicans are claimed to have thrown prisoners from the bridge to their
deaths in the canyon.

As pressure mounted with the increasing success of the Nationalists, many civilians were executed by
councils and tribunals controlled by competing Communist and anarchist groups. Some members of the latter
were executed by Soviet-advised communist functionaries in Catalonia, as recounted by George Orwell's
description of the purges in Barcelona in 1937 in Homage to Catalonia, which followed a period of increasing
tension between competing elements of the Catalan political scene. Some individuals fled to friendly

embassies, which would house up to 8,500 people during the war.

In the Andalusian town of Ronda, 512 suspected Nationalists were executed in the first month of the
war. Communist Santiago Carrillo Solares was accused of the killing of Nationalists in the Paracuellos
massacre near Paracuellos de Jarama. Pro-Soviet Communists committed numerous atrocities against
fellow Republicans, including other Marxists: André Marty, known as the Butcher of Albacete, was
responsible for the deaths of some 500 members of the International Brigades. Andrés Nin, leader of the
POUM (Workers' Party of Marxist Unification), and many other prominent POUM members, were murdered
by the Communists, with the help of the USSR's NKVD.

Thirty-eight thousand people were killed in the Republican zone during the war, 17,000 of whom were killed
in Madrid or Catalonia within a month of the coup. Whilst the Communists were forthright in their support of
extrajudicial killings, much of the Republican side was appalled by the murders. Azafia came close to
resigning. He, alongside other members of Parliament and a great number of other local officials, attempted
to prevent Nationalist supporters being lynched. Some of those in positions of power intervened personally

to stop the killings.
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Social revolution

Two women and a man at the Siege of the Alcazar in Toledo, 1936

In the anarchist-controlled areas, Aragon and Catalonia, in addition to the temporary military success, there
was a vast social revolution in which the workers and peasants collectivised land and industry and set up
councils parallel to the paralyzed Republican government. This revolution was opposed by the Soviet-

supported communists who, perhaps surprisingly, campaigned against the loss of civil property rights.

As the war progressed, the government and the communists were able to exploit their access to Soviet arms
to restore government control over the war effort, through diplomacy and force. Anarchists and the Workers'
Party of Marxist Unification (Partido Obrero de Unificacién Marxista, POUM) were integrated into the regular
army, albeit with resistance. The POUM Trotskyists were outlawed and denounced by the Soviet-aligned
Communists as an instrument of the fascists. In the May Days of 1937, many thousands of anarchist and

communist Republican soldiers fought for control of strategic points in Barcelona.

Women from FAI during the Spanish Social Revolution.

The pre-war Falange was a small party of some 3—40,000 members. It also called for a social revolution that
would have seen Spanish society transformed by National Syndicalism. Following the execution of its leader,
José Antonio Primo de Rivera, by the Republicans, the party swelled in size to several hundred thousand
members. The leadership of the Falange suffered 60 percent casualties in the early days of the civil war, and
the party was transformed by new members and rising new leaders, called camisas nuevas ("new shirts"),
who were less interested in the revolutionary aspects of National Syndicalism. Subsequently, Franco united

all fighting groups into the Traditionalist Spanish Falange and the National Syndicalist Offensive Juntas
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(Spanish: Falange Espafola Tradicionalista de las Juntas de Ofensiva Nacional-Sindicalista, FET y de las
JONS).

The 1930s also saw Spain become a focus for pacifist organisations, including the Fellowship of
Reconciliation, the War Resisters League, and the War Resisters' International. Many people including, as
they are now called, the insumisos ("defiant ones", conscientious objectors) argued and worked for non-
violent strategies. Prominent Spanish pacifists, such as Amparo Poch y Gascén and José Brocca, supported
the Republicans. Brocca argued that Spanish pacifists had no alternative but to make a stand against
fascism. He put this stand into practice by various means, including organizing agricultural workers to

maintain food supplies, and through humanitarian work with war refugees.

Art and propaganda

In Catalonia, a square near the Barcelona waterfront named Plaga George Orwell.

Throughout the course of the Spanish Civil War, people all over the world were exposed to the goings-on
and effects of it on its people not only through standard art, but also through propaganda. Motion pictures,
posters, books, radio programs, and leaflets are a few examples of this media art that was so influential
during the war. Produced by both nationalists and republicans, propaganda allowed Spaniards a way to
spread awareness about their war all over the world. A film co-produced by famous early-twentieth century
authors such as Ernest Hemingway and Lillian Hellman was used as a way to advertise Spain's need for
military and monetary aid. This film, The Spanish Earth, premiered in America in July 1937. In 1938, George
Orwell's Homage to Catalonia, a personal account of his experiences and observations in the war, was
published in the United Kingdom. In 1939, Jean-Paul Sartrepublished in France short story "The Wall" in

which he describes the last night of prisoners of war sentenced to death by shooting.

Leading works of sculpture include Alberto Sanchez Pérez's El pueblo espafiol tiene un camino que conduce
a una estrella ("The Spanish People Have a Path that Leads to a Star"), a 12.5 m monolith constructed out
of plaster representing the struggle for a socialist utopia; Julio Gonzalez's La Montserrat, an anti-war work
which shares its title with a mountain near Barcelona, is created from a sheet of iron which has been
hammered and welded to create a peasant mother carrying a small child in one arm and a sickle in the other.
and Alexander Calder's Fuente de mercurio (Mercury Fountain) a protest work by the American against the

Nationalist forced control of Almadén and the mercury mines there.
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Pablo Picasso painted Guernica in 1937, taking inspiration from the bombing of Guernica, and in Leonardo
da Vinci's Battle of Anghiari. Guernica, like many important Republican masterpieces, was featured at the
1937 International Exhibition in Paris. The work's size (11 ft by 25.6 ft) grabbed much attention and cast the
horrors of the mounting Spanish civil unrest into a global spotlight. The painting has since been heralded as

an anti-war work and a symbol of peace in the 20th century.

Joan Mir6 created EI Segador (The Reaper), formally titled EI campesino catalan en rebeldia (Catalan
peasant in revolt), which spans some 18 feet by 12 feet and depicted a peasant brandishing a sickle in the
air, to which Miré commented that "The sickle is not a communist symbol. It is the reaper's symbol, the tool
of his work, and, when his freedom is threatened, his weapon." This work, also featured at the 1937
International Exhibition in Paris, was shipped back to the Spanish Republic's capital in Valencia following the

Exhibition, but has since gone missing or has been destroyed.

Consequences of the War
Economic

Payment for the war on both sides was very high. Monetary resources on the Republican side were
completely drained from weapon acquisition. On the Nationalist side, the biggest losses came after the
conflict, when they had to let Germany exploit the country's mining resources, so until the beginning of World
War |l they barely had the chance to make any profit. Spain was devastated in many areas, with completely

destroyed towns. The Spanish economy took decades to recover.

Victims of the Civil War

The number of civilian victims is still being discussed, with some estimating approximately 500,000 victims,
while others go as high as 1,000,000. These deaths were not only due to combat, but also executions, which
were especially well-organised and systematic on the Nationalist side, being more disorganised on the
Republican side (mainly caused by loss of control of the armed masses by the government). However, the

500,000 death toll does not include deaths by malnutrition, hunger or diseases brought about by the war.

The Francoist repression after the War and the Republican exile

After the War, the Francoist regime initiated a repressive process against the losing side, a "cleansing" of
sorts against anything or anyone associated with the Republic. This process led many to exile or death. Exile
happened in three waves. The first one was during the Northern Campaign (March—November 1937),
followed by a second wave after the fall of Catalonia (January—February 1939), in which about 400,000
people fled to France. The French authorities had to improvise concentration camps, with such hard
conditions that almost half of the exiles Spaniards returned. The third wave occurred after the War, at the
end of March 1939, when thousands of Republicans tried to board ships to exile, although few
succeeded.[385]

International Relations
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The political and emotional repercussions of the War transcended the National scale, becoming a precursor
to World War II.

After the War, Spanish policy leaned heavily towards Germany, Portugal and Italy, since they had been the
greatest Nationalist supporters and aligned with Spain ideologically. However, the end of the Civil War and
later the Second World War saw the isolation of the country from most other nations until the 1950s, in which
the American anti-Communist international policy favoured having a far-right and extremely anti-communist

ally in Europe.
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Spain during World War Il

Francoism

The Spanish State under Francisco Franco did not officially join the Axis Powers during World War I,
although Franco wrote to Hitler offering to join the war on 19 June 1940. Franco's regime supplied Germany
with the Blue Division to fight specifically on the Eastern Front against the Soviet Union, in recognition of the
heavy assistance Spain had received from Germany and Italy in the Spanish Civil War. Despite ideological
sympathy and allowing volunteers to serve on the Eastern Front, Franco later stationed field armies in
the Pyrenees to deter a German occupation of the Iberian Peninsula. The Spanish policy frustrated Axis
proposals that would have encouraged Franco to take British-controlled Gibraltar. Franco considered joining
the war and invading Gibraltar in 1940 after the Fall of France, but knew his armed forces would not be able

to defend the Canary Islands and Spanish Morocco from a British attack.

Domestic politics

During World War Il, Spain was governed by an autocratic government, but despite Franco's own pro-Axis
leanings and debt of gratitude to Benito Mussolini and Adolf Hitler, the government was divided between
Germanophiles and Anglophiles. When the war started, Juan Beigbeder Atienza, an Anglophile, was the
Minister of Foreign Affairs. The rapid German advance in Europe convinced Franco to replace him
with Ramén Serrano Sufier, Franco's brother-in-law and a strong Germanophile (18 October 1940). After
the Allied victories in North Africa, Franco changed tack again, appointing Francisco Gémez-Jordana Sousa,
sympathetic to the British, as minister in September 1942. Another influential anglophile was the Duke of

Alba, Spain's ambassador in London.
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Volunteers
The main part of Spain's involvement in the war was through volunteers. They fought for both sides, largely

reflecting the allegiances of the civil war.

Although Spanish caudillo Francisco Franco did not officially bring Spain into World War Il on the side of the
Axis, he permitted volunteers to join the German Army on the clear and guaranteed condition they would fight
against Bolshevism (Soviet Communism) on the Eastern Front, and not against the western Allies. In this
manner, he could keep Spain at peace with the western Allies, while repaying German support during the
Spanish Civil War and providing an outlet for the strong anti-Communist sentiments of many Spanish
nationalists. Spanish foreign minister Ramoén Serrano Sufier suggested raising a volunteer corps, and at the
commencement of Operation Barbarossa, Franco sent an official offer of help to Berlin.

Hitler approved the use of Spanish volunteers on 24 June 1941. Volunteers flocked to recruiting offices in all
the metropolitan areas of Spain. Cadets from the officer training school in Zaragoza volunteered in particularly
large numbers. Initially, the Spanish government was prepared to send about 4,000 men, but soon realized
that there were more than enough volunteers to fill an entire division: — the Blue Division or Division
Azul under Agustin Mufoz Grandes — including an air force squadron — the Blue Squadron, 18,104 men in
all, with 2,612 officers and 15,492 soldiers.

The Blue Division was trained in Germany before serving in the Siege of Leningrad, and notably at the Battle
of Krasny Bor, where General Infantes' 6,000 Spanish soldiers threw back some 30,000 Soviet troops.
The American ambassador called it a dubious distinction, since no other free country was attacking the Allies.
In October 1943, under severe diplomatic pressure, the Blue Division was ordered home leaving a token
force until March 1944. In all, about 45,000 Spanish served on the Eastern Front, mostly committed
volunteers, and around 4,500 died. Joseph Stalin's desire to retaliate against Franco by making an Allied
invasion of Spain the first order of business at the Potsdam Conference in July 1945, was not supported
by Harry S. Truman and Winston Churchill. War weary and unwilling to continue the conflict, Truman and

Churchill persuaded Stalin to instead settle for a full trade embargo against Spain.
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Memorial of the Blue Division at La Aimudena Cemetery, Madrid

372 members of the Blue Division, the Blue Legion, or volunteers of the Spanische-Freiwilligen Kompanie
der SS 101 were taken prisoner by the victorious Red Army; 286 of these men were kept in captivity until 2

April 1954, when they returned to Spain aboard the ship Semiramis, supplied by the International Red Cross.

Spanish volunteers in Allied service

After their defeat in the Spanish Civil War, numbers of Republican veterans and civilians went into exile in
France; the French Republic interned them in refugee camps, such as Camp Gurs in southern France. To
improve their conditions, many joined the French Foreign Legion at the start of World War Il, making up a
sizeable proportion of it. Around sixty thousand joined the French Resistance, mostly as guerrillas, with some
also continuing the fight against Francisco Franco. Several thousand more joined the Free French
Forces and fought against the Axis Powers. Some sources have claimed that as many as 2,000 served
in General Leclerc's Second French Division, many of them from the former Durruti Column.

The 9th Armoured Company comprised almost entirely battle-hardened Spanish veterans; it became the first
Allied military unit to enter Paris upon its liberation in August, 1944, where it met up with a large number
of Spanish Maquisfighting alongside French resistance fighters. Furthermore, 1,000 Spanish Republicans
served in the 13th Half-brigade of the French Foreign Legion.

In Eastern Europe, the Soviet Union received former Communist Spanish leaders and child evacuees from
Republican families. When Germany invaded the Soviet Union in 1941, many, such as communist
General Enrique Lister, joined the Red Army. According to Beevor, 700 Spanish Republicans served in the
Red Army and another 700 operated as partisans behind the German lines. Individual Spaniards, such as

the double-agent Juan Pujol Garcia (code name GARBO), also worked for the Allied cause.
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Diplomacy

From the very beginning of World War Il, Spain favoured the Axis Powers. Apart from ideology, Spain had a
debt to Germany of $212 million for supplies of matériel during the Civil War. Indeed, in June 1940, after
the Fall of France, the Spanish Ambassador to Berlin had presented a memorandum in which Franco
declared he was "ready under certain conditions to enter the war on the side of Germany and ltaly". Franco
had cautiously decided to enter the war on the Axis side in June 1940, and to prepare his people for war, an
anti-British and anti-French campaign was launched in the Spanish media that demanded French Morocco,
Cameroon and the return of Gibraltar.[7] On 19 June 1940, Franco pressed along a message to Hitler saying
he wanted to enter the war, but Hitler was annoyed at Franco's demand for the French colony of Cameroon,

which had been German before World War |, and which Hitler was planning on taking back.

Franco with Karl Wolff, Heinrich Himmler and Serrano-Sufier in 1940

At first Adolf Hitler did not encourage Franco's offer, as he was convinced of eventual victory. In August 1940,
when Hitler became serious about having Spain enter the war, a major problem that emerged was the
German demand for air and naval bases in Spanish Morocco and the Canaries, which Franco was completely
opposed to. After the victory over France, Hitler had revived Plan Z (shelved in September 1939) for having
a huge fleet with the aim of fighting the United States, and he wanted bases in Morocco and the Canary
islands for the planned showdown with America. The American historian Gerhard Weinberg wrote: "The fact
that Germans were willing to forgo Spain's participation in the war rather than abandon their plans for naval
bases on and off the coast of Northwest Africa surely demonstrates the centrality of this latter issue to Hitler
as he looked forward to naval war with the United States". In September, when the Royal Air Force had
demonstrated its resilience in defeating the Luftwaffe in the Battle of Britain, Hitler promised Franco help in
return for its active intervention. This had become part of a strategy to forestall Allied intervention in north-
west Africa. Hitler promised that "Germany would do everything in its power to help Spain" and would
recognise Spanish claims to French territory in Morocco, in exchange for a share of Moroccan raw materials.
Franco responded warmly, but without any firm commitment. Falangist media agitated for irredentism,
claiming for Spain the portions of Catalonia and the Basque Country that were still under French

administration.
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Hitler and Franco met only once at Hendaye, France on 23 October 1940 to fix the details of an alliance. By
this time, the advantages had become less clear for either side. Franco asked for too much from Hitler. In
exchange for entering the war alongside the alliance of Germany and lItaly, Franco, among many things,
demanded heavy fortification of the Canary Islands as well as large quantities of grain, fuel, armed vehicles,
military aircraft and other armaments. In response to Franco's nearly impossible demands, Hitler threatened
Franco with a possible annexation of Spanish territory by Vichy France. At the end of the day, no agreement
was reached. A few days later in Germany, Hitler would famously tell Mussolini, "I prefer to have three or four
of my own teeth pulled out than to speak to that man again!" It is subject to historical debate whether Franco
overplayed his hand by demanding too much from Hitler for Spanish entry into the war, or if he deliberately
stymied the German dictator by setting the price for his alliance unrealistically high, knowing that Hitler would

refuse his demands and thus save Spain from entering another devastating war.

Spain relied upon oil supplies from the United States, and the US had agreed to listen to British
recommendations on this. As a result, the Spanish were told that supplies would be restricted, albeit with a
ten-week reserve. Lacking a strong navy, any Spanish intervention would rely, inevitably, upon German ability
to supply oil. Some of Germany's own activity relied upon captured French oil reserves, so additional needs
from Spain were unhelpful. From the German point of view, Vichy's active reaction to British and Free
French attacks (Destruction of the French Fleet at Mers-el-Kebir and Dakar) had been encouraging, so
perhaps Spanish intervention was less vital. Also, in order to keep Vichy "on-side", the proposed territorial
changes in Morocco became a potential embarrassment and were diluted. As a consequence of this, neither
side would make sufficient compromises and after nine hours, the talks failed.

In December 1940, Hitler contacted Franco again via a letter sent by the German ambassador to Spain and
returned to the issue of Gibraltar. Hitler attempted to force Franco's hand with a blunt request for the passage
of several divisions of German troops through Spain to attack Gibraltar. Franco refused, citing the danger
that the United Kingdom still presented to Spain and the Spanish colonies. In his return letter, Franco told
Hitler that he wanted to wait until Britain "was on the point of collapse”. In a second diplomatic letter, Hitler
got tougher and offered grain and military supplies to Spain as an inducement. By this time, however, Italian
troops were being routed by the British in Cyrenaicaand Italian East Africa, and the Royal Navy had displayed
its freedom of action in Italian waters. The UK was clearly not finished. Franco responded "that the fact has
left the circumstances of October far behind" and "the Protocol then agreed must now be considered

outmoded".
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The Spanish anti-Fascist prisoners at Mauthausen deploy a banner to salute the Allies

According to Franco's own autobiography, he also met privately once with Italian leader Benito
Mussolini in Bordighera, Italy on 12 February 1941 at Hitler's request. Hitler hoped that Mussolini could
persuade Franco to enter the war. However, Mussolini was not interested in Franco's help due to the recent
series of defeats his forces had suffered in North Africa and the Balkans.

Franco signed the Anti-Comintern Pacton 25 November 1941. In 1942, the planning of Operation
Torch (American landings in North Africa) was considerably influenced by the apprehension that it might
precipitate Spain to abandon neutrality and join the Axis, in which case the Straits of Gibraltar might be
closed. In order to meet this contingency, it was decided by the Combined Chiefs of Staff to include a landing
in Casablanca, in order to have an option of an overland route via Moroccan territory bypassing the Straits.
Franco's policy of open support to the Axis Powers led to a period of postwar isolation for Spain as trade with
most countries ceased. U.S. President Franklin Roosevelt, who had assured Franco that Spain would not
suffer consequences from the United Nations (a wartime term for those nations allied against Germany), died
in April 1945. Roosevelt's successor, Harry S. Truman, as well as new Allied governments, were less friendly
to Franco. A number of nations withdrew their ambassadors, and Spain was not admitted to the United
Nations until 1955.

Military

Although it sought to avoid entering the war, Spain did make plans for defence of the country. Initially, the
mass of the Spanish army was stationed in southern Spain in case of an Allied attack from Gibraltar during
1940 and 1941. However, Franco ordered the divisions to gradually redeploy in the mountains along the
French border in case of a possible German invasion of Spain as Axis interest in Gibraltar grew. By the time
it became clear that the Allies were gaining the upper hand in the conflict, Franco had amassed all his troops
on the French border and received personal assurances from the leaders of Allied countries that they did not

wish to invade Spain.
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Operation Felix

--------
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Invasion plans of Nazi Germany and probable routes of British invasion

Before Franco and Hitler's October 1940 meeting in Hendaye, there had been Spanish-German planning for
an attack, from Spain, upon the British territory of Gibraltar which was, and is, a British dependency and
military base. At the time, Gibraltar was important for control of the western exit from the Mediterranean and
the sea routes to the Suez Canal and Middle East, as well as Atlantic patrols.

The Germans also appreciated the strategic importance of north-west Africa for bases and as a route for any
future American involvement. Therefore, the plans included the occupation of the region by substantial
German forces, to forestall any future Allied invasion attempt.

The plan, Operation Felix, was in detailed form before the negotiations failed at Hendaye. By March 1941,
military resources were being ear-marked for Barbarossa and the Soviet Union. Operation Felix-Heinrich was
an amended form of Felix that would be invoked once certain objectives in Russia had been achieved. In the
event, these conditions were not fulfilled and Franco still held back from entering the war.

After the war, Field Marshal Wilhelm Keitel said: "Instead of attacking Russia, we should have strangled the
British Empire by closing the Mediterranean. The first step in the operation would have been the conquest of
Gibraltar. That was another great opportunity we missed." If that had succeeded, Hermann Géring proposed
that Germany would "... offer Britain the right to resume peaceful traffic through the Mediterranean if she
came to terms with Germany and joined us in a war against Russia".

As the war progressed and the tide turned against the Axis, the Germans planned for the event of an Allied
attack through Spain. There were three successive plans, progressively less aggressive as German capability

waned:

Operation Isabella
This was planned in April 1941 as a reaction to a proposed British landing on the Iberian peninsula near
Gibraltar. German troops would advance into Spain to support Franco and expel the British wherever they

landed.
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Operation llona or Gisella

llona was a scaled down version of Isabella, subsequently renamed Gisella. Devised in May 1942, to be
invoked whether or not Spain stayed neutral. Ten German divisions would advance to Barcelona and, if
necessary, towards Salamanca to support the Spanish army in fighting another proposed Allied landing either

from the Mediterranean or Atlantic coasts.

Operation Nurnberg
Devised in June 1943, Nurnberg was purely a defensive operation in the Pyrenees along both sides of the
Spanish-French border in the event of Allied landings in the Iberian peninsula, which were to repel an Allied

advance from Spain into France.

A Spanish volunteer of the Blue Division

Occupation of Tangier

Spanish troops occupied the Tangier International Zone on 14 June 1940, the same day Paris fell to the
Germans. Despite calls by the writer Rafael Sanchez Mazas and other Spanish nationalists to annex "Tanger
espaniol”, the Franco regime publicly considered the occupation a temporary wartime measure. A diplomatic
dispute between Britain and Spain over the latter's abolition of the city's international institutions in November
1940 led to a further guarantee of British rights and a Spanish promise not to fortify the area. In May 1944,
although it had served as a contact point between him and the later Axis Powers during the Spanish Civil
War, Franco expelled all German diplomats from the Zone.

The territory was restored to its pre-war status on 11 October 1945. In July 1952 the protecting powers met
at Rabat to discuss the Zone's future, agreeing to abolish it. Tangier joined with the rest of Morocco following

the restoration of full sovereignty in 1956.

Bribes by MI6
According to a 2008 book, Winston Churchill authorised millions of dollars in bribes to Spanish generals in

an effort to influence General Franco against entering the war on the side of Germany. In May 2013 files
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were released showing MI6 spent the present-day equivalent of more than $200 million bribing senior

Spanish military officers, ship owners and other agents to keep Spain out of the war.

Resources and trade

Despite lacking cash, oil and other supplies, Francoist Spain was able to supply some essential materials to
Germany. There was a series of secret war-time trade agreements between the two countries. The principal
resource was wolfram (or tungsten) ore from German-owned mines in Spain. Tungsten was essential to
Germany for its advanced precision engineering and therefore for armament production. Despite Allied
attempts to buy all available supplies, which rocketed in price, and diplomatic efforts to influence Spain,
supplies to Germany continued until August 1944.

Payment for wolfram was effectively set against the Spanish debt to Germany. Other minerals included iron
ore, zinc, lead and mercury. Spain also acted as a conduit for goods from South America, for example,
industrial diamonds and platinum. After the war, evidence was found of significant gold transactions between
Germany and Spain, ceasing only in May 1945. It was believed that these were derived from Nazi looting of

occupied lands, but attempts by the Allies to obtain control of the gold and return it were largely frustrated.

Espionage and sabotage

As long as Spain permitted it, the Abwehr — the German intelligence organisation — was able to operate in
Spain and Spanish Morocco, often with cooperation of the Nationalist government. Gibraltar's installations
were a prime target for sabotage, using sympathetic anti-British Spanish workers. One such attack occurred
in June 1943, when a bomb caused a fire and explosions in the dockyard. The British were generally more
successful after this and managed to use turned agents and sympathetic anti-Fascist Spaniards to uncover
subsequent attacks. A total of 43 sabotage attempts were prevented in this way. In January 1944, two
Spanish workers, convicted of attempted sabotage, were executed.

The Abwehr also maintained observation posts along both sides of the Straits of Gibraltar, reporting on
shipping movements. A German agent in Cadiz was the target of a successful Allied disinformation
operation, Operation Mincemeat, prior to the invasion of Sicily in 1943. In early 1944, the situation changed.
The Allies were clearly gaining the advantage over the Axis and one double agent had provided enough
information for Britain to make a detailed protest to the Spanish government. As a result, the Spanish
government declared its "strict neutrality”. The Abwehr operation in southern Spain was consequently closed
down. The rail station of Canfranc was the conduit for the smuggling of people and information from Vichy
France to the British consulate in San Sebastian. The nearer border station of Irin could not be used as it

bordered occupied France.

Jews and other refugees
In the first years of the war, "Laws regulating their admittance were written and mostly ignored." They were

mainly from Western Europe, fleeing deportation to concentration camps from occupied France, but also
|
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Jews from Eastern Europe, especially Hungary. Trudi Alexy refers to the "absurdity" and "paradox of refugees
fleeing the Nazis' Final Solution to seek asylum in a country where no Jews had been allowed to live openly
as Jews for over four centuries."

Throughout World War Il, Spanish diplomats of the Franco government extended their protection to Eastern
European Jews, especially in Hungary. Jews claiming Spanish ancestry were provided with Spanish
documentation without being required to prove their case and either left for Spain or survived the war with
the help of their new legal status in occupied countries.

Once the tide of war began to turn, and Count Francisco Gémez-Jordana Sousa succeeded Franco's brother-
in-law Serrano Sufer as Spain's foreign minister, Spanish diplomacy became "more sympathetic to Jews",
although Franco himself "never said anything" about this. Around that same time, a contingent of Spanish
doctors travelling in Poland were fully informed of the Nazi extermination plans by Governor-General Hans
Frank, who was under the misimpression that they would share his views about the matter; when they came
home, they passed the story to Admiral Luis Carrero Blanco, who told Franco.

Diplomats discussed the possibility of Spain as a route to a containment camp for Jewish refugees
near Casablanca but it came to naught due to lack of Free French and British support. Nonetheless, control
of the Spanish border with France relaxed somewhat at this time, and thousands of Jews managed to cross
into Spain (many by smugglers' routes). Almost all of them survived the war. The American Jewish Joint
Distribution Committee operated openly in Barcelona.

Shortly afterwards, Spain began giving citizenship to Sephardic Jews in Greece, Hungary, Bulgaria,
and Romania; many Ashkenazic Jews also managed to be included, as did some non-Jews. The Spanish
head of mission in Budapest, Angel Sanz Briz, saved thousands of Ashkenazim in Hungary by granting them
Spanish citizenship, placing them in safe houses and teaching them minimal Spanish so they could pretend
to be Sephardim, at least to someone who did not know Spanish. The Spanish diplomatic corps was
performing a balancing act: Alexy conjectures that the number of Jews they took in was limited by how much
German hostility they were willing to engender.

Toward the war's end, Sanz Briz had to flee Budapest, leaving these Jews open to arrest and deportation.
An ltalian diplomat, Giorgio Perlasca, who was himself living under Spanish protection, used forged
documents to persuade the Hungarian authorities that he was the new Spanish Ambassador. As such, he
continued Spanish protection of Hungarian Jews until the Red Army arrived.

Although Spain effectively undertook more to help Jews escape deportation to the concentration camps than
most neutral countries did, there has been debate about Spain's wartime attitude towards refugees. Franco's
regime, despite its aversion to Zionism and "Judeo"-Freemasonry, does not appear to have shared the
rabid anti-Semitic ideology promoted by the Nazis. About 25,000 to 35,000 refugees, mainly Jews, were
allowed to transit through Spain to Portugal and beyond.

Some historians argue that these facts demonstrate a humane attitude by Franco's regime, while others point
out that the regime only permitted Jewish transit through Spain.[citation needed] After the war, Franco's

regime was quite hospitable to those who had been responsible for the deportation of the Jews, notably Louis
|
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Darquier de Pellepoix, Commissioner for Jewish Affairs (May 1942 — February 1944) under the Vichy
Régime in France, and to many other former Nazis, such as Otto Skorzeny and Léon Degrelle, and other
former Fascists.

José Maria Finat y Escriva de Romani, Franco's chief of security, issued an official order dated May 13, 1941
to all provincial governors requesting a list of all Jews, both local and foreign, present in their districts. After
the list of six thousand names was compiled, Romani was appointed Spain's ambassador to Germany,
enabling him to deliver it personally to Himmler. Following the defeat of Germany in 1945, the Spanish

government attempted to destroy all evidence of cooperation with the Nazis, but this official order survived.
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Museum — Naval Museum of Madrid

Museo Naval de Madrid

Location Paseo del Prado 5 Madrid, Spain
Type Naval museum
Website www.armada.mde.es/museonaval

The Museo Naval de Madrid is a national museum in Madrid, Spain. It shows the history of the Spanish
Navy since the Catholic Monarchs, in the 15th century, up to the present. The displays set naval history in a
wide context with information about Spanish rulers and the country's former colonies. The collections include

navigation instruments, weapons, maps and paintings.

Interior

Its origins date back to 1792, but it was not until 1843 when the Museum was inaugurated in Madrid. The
then Spanish Naval Ministry was provided with a new headquarters in the 1920s, and the museum moved

there in 1932. (Until 1977 there were three ministerial portfolios, one for each of the different branches of the
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Armed Forces: the army, navy, and air force. During the Transicion, Adolfo Suarez combined them into one).
The architects were José Espelius and Francisco Javier de Luque.

Visitors enter the museum through a modernist facade on the Paseo del Prado, and pass to the first floor
where former courtyards (now exhibition halls of the Naval Museum) are covered by spectacular stained-
glass roofs with naval and decorative motifs made by Maumejean (a family glass-making business which had
a branch in Spain). At weekends a doorway onto the grand staircase of Navy Headquarters is opened to
allow visitors to appreciate the architecture.

Collections

The map of Juan de la Cosa, the earliest preserved map of the Americas, is on permanent display in this
museum.

Since 2007 the museum has hosted a specimen of moon rock. One of two such samples given to Spain, it

was collected on the 1972 Apollo 17 mission. The rock, which weighs one gram, was put on display in 2009,

to mark the 40th anniversary of the first moon landing.
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Museo Nacional Centro de Arte Reina Sofia

Museo Nacional Centro de Arte Reina Sofia

Established September 10, 1992; 26 years ago (1992-09-10)
Location Madrid, Spain
Visitors 3.898.309 (2018) [1]

Website www.museoreinasofia.es

The Museo Nacional Centro de Arte Reina Sofia (MNCARS, also called the Museo Reina Sofia, Queen Sofia
Museum, El Reina Sofia, or simply El Reina) is Spain's national museum of 20th-century art. The museum
was officially inaugurated on September 10, 1992, and is named for Queen Sofia. It is located in Madrid, near
the Atocha train and metro stations, at the southern end of the so-called Golden Triangle of Art (located along
the Paseo del Prado and also comprising the Museo del Prado and the Museo Thyssen-Bornemisza).

The museum is mainly dedicated to Spanish art. Highlights of the museum include excellent collections of
Spain's two greatest 20th-century masters, Pablo Picasso and Salvador Dali. The most famous masterpiece
in the museum is Picasso's painting Guernica. Along with its extensive collection, the museum offers a
mixture of national and international temporary exhibitions in its many galleries, making it one of the world's
largest museums for modern and contemporary art.

It also hosts a free-access library specializing in art, with a collection of over 100,000 books, over 3,500
sound recordings, and almost 1,000 videos.

Collection
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Mural of the painting Guernica by Picasso made in tiles and full size. Picasso's original Guernica is exhibited in the museum.

The museum is mainly dedicated to Spanish art. Highlights of the museum include excellent collections of
Spain's two greatest 20th-century masters, Pablo Picasso and Salvador Dali. Certainly, the most famous
masterpiece in the museum is Picasso's painting Guernica. The Reina Sofia collection has works by artists
such as Joan Mir6, Eduardo Chillida, Pablo Gargallo, Julio Gonzalez, Luis Gordillo, Juan Gris, José Gutiérrez
Solana, Lucio Muinoz, Jorge Oteiza, Julio Romero de Torres, Pablo Serrano, and Antoni Tapies.
International art represented in the collection include works by Francis Bacon, Joseph Beuys, Pierre Bonnard,
Georges Braque, Alexander Calder, Robert Delaunay, Max Ernst, Lucio Fontana, Sarah Grilo, Damien Hirst,
Donald Judd, Vasily Kandinsky, Paul Klee, Yves Klein, Fernand Léger, Jacques Lipchitz, René Magritte,
Henry Moore, Bruce Nauman, Gabriel Orozco, Nam June Paik, Man Ray, Diego Rivera, Mark Rothko, Julian
Schnabel, Richard Serra, Cindy Sherman, Clyfford Still, Yves Tanguy, and Wolf Vostell.

Pablo Picasso, 1912, Les oiseaux morts (Los pajaros muertos), oil on canvas, 46 x 65 cm
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Hospital

The building is on the site of the first General Hospital of Madrid. King Philip Il centralised all the hospitals
that were scattered throughout the court. In the eighteenth century, King Ferdinand VI decided to build a new
hospital because the facilities at the time were insufficient for the city. The building was designed by architect
José de Hermosilla and his successor Francisco Sabatini who did the majority of the work. In 1805, after
numerous work stoppages, the building was to assume its function that it had been built for, which was being
a hospital, although only one-third of the proposed project by Sabatini was completed. Since then it has

undergone various modifications and additions until, in 1969, it was closed down as a hospital.

Art museum

Extensive modern renovations and additions to the old building were made starting in 1980. The central
building of the museum was once an 18th-century hospital. The building functioned as the Centro del Arte
(Art Centre) from 1986 until established as the Museo Nacional Centro de Arte Reina Sofia in 1988. In 1988,
portions of the new museum were opened to the public, mostly in temporary configurations; that same year
it was decreed by the Ministry of Culture as a national museum. Its architectural identity was radically changed

in 1989 by lan Ritchie with the addition of three glass circulation towers.

Expansion
|
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An 8000 m2 (86,000 ft2) expansion costing €92 million designed by French architect Jean Nouvel opened in
October 2005. The extension includes spaces for temporary exhibitions, an auditorium of 500 seats, and a
200-seat auditorium, a bookshop, restaurants and administration offices. Ducks scéno was consultant for

scenographic equipment of auditoriums and Arau Acustica for acoustic studies.

Date: 1937 (May 1st-June 4th, Paris)
Technique: Oil on canvas
Dimensions: 349,3 x 776,6 cm

The government of the Spanish Republic acquired the mural "Guernica" from Picasso in 1937. When World
War Il broke out, the artist decided that the painting should remain in the custody of New York's Museum of
Modern Art for safekeeping until the conflict ended. In 1958 Picasso extended the loan of the painting to
MoMA for an indefinite period, until such time that democracy had been restored in Spain. The work finally
returned to this country in 1981.

An accurate depiction of a cruel, dramatic situation, Guernica was created to be part of the Spanish Pavilion
at the International Exposition in Paris in 1937. Pablo Picasso’s motivation for painting the scene in this great
work was the news of the German aerial bombing of the Basque town whose name the piece bears, which
the artist had seen in the dramatic photographs published in various periodicals, including the French
newspaper L'Humanité. Despite that, neither the studies nor the finished picture contain a single allusion to
a specific event, constituting instead a generic plea against the barbarity and terror of war. The huge picture
is conceived as a giant poster, testimony to the horror that the Spanish Civil War was causing and a
forewarning of what was to come in the Second World War. The muted colours, the intensity of each and
every one of the motifs and the way they are articulated are all essential to the extreme tragedy of the scene,
which  would become the emblem for all the devastating tragedies of modern society.
Guernica has attracted a number of controversial interpretations, doubtless due in part to the deliberate use
in the painting of only greyish tones. Analysing the iconography in the painting, one Guernica scholar,

Anthony Blunt, divides the protagonists of the pyramidal composition into two groups, the first of which is
]
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made up of three animals; the bull, the wounded horse and the winged bird that can just be made out in the
background on the left. The second group is made up of the human beings, consisting of a dead soldier and
a number of women: the one on the upper right, holding a lamp and leaning through a window, the mother
on the left, wailing as she holds her dead child, the one rushing in from the right and finally the one who is

crying out to the heavens, her arms raised as a house burns down behind her.

At this point it should be remembered that two years earlier, in 1935, Picasso had done the etching
Minotauromaquia, a synthetic work condensing into a single image all the symbols of his cycle dedicated to
the mythological creature, which stands as Guernica’s most direct relative.
Incidents in Picasso’s private life and the political events afflicting Europe between the wars fused together
in the motifs the painter was using at the time, resulting both in Guernica itself and all the studies and

‘postscripts’, regarded as among the most representative works of art of the 20th century.
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Museo del Prado

MUSEO NACIONAL
DEL PRADO

Exterior of the Prado Museum

Established 1819

Location Paseo del Prado, Madrid, Spain

Coordinates w40°24'49"N 3°41'33"W40.413722°N 3.692412°W / 40.413722; -3.692412
Type Art museum, Historic site

2.892.937
Ranked 18th globally (2013)

Visitors

Public transit Atocha Main Line Station

access Banco de Espafa Underground Station

Website www.museodelprado.es

The Prado Museum (Spanish: Museo del Prado; Spanish pronunciation: [mu’'seo del '‘prado]) is the main
Spanish national art museum, located in central Madrid. It is widely considered to have one of the world's
finest collections of European art, dating from the 12th century to the early 20th century, based on the former
Spanish Royal Collection, and the single best collection of Spanish art. Founded as a museum of paintings
and sculpture in 1819, it also contains important collections of other types of works. El Prado is one of the
most visited sites in the world, and it is considered one of the greatest art museums in the world. The
numerous works by Francisco Goya, the single most extensively represented artist, as well as by Hieronymus
Bosch, El Greco, Peter Paul Rubens, Titian, and Diego Velazquez, are some of the highlights of the collection.
The collection currently comprises around 8,200 drawings, 7,600 paintings, 4,800 prints, and 1,000

sculptures, in addition to a large number of other works of art and historic documents. As of 2012, the museum
-]
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displayed about 1,300 works in the main buildings, while around 3,100 works were on temporary loan to
various museums and official institutions. The remainder were in storage. The museum received 2.8 million
visitors in 2012. It is one of the largest museums in Spain.

The best-known work on display at the museum is Las Meninas by Velazquez. Velazquez and his keen eye
and sensibility were also responsible for bringing much of the museum's fine collection of Italian masters to
Spain, now the largest outside lItaly.

The museum is planning a 16% extension in the nearby Salén de Reinos, to be opened in 2019.

History

The building that is now the home of the Museo Nacional del Prado was designed in 1785 by architect of the
Enlightenment in Spain Juan de Villanueva on the orders of Charles Ill to house the Natural History Cabinet.
Nonetheless, the building's final function was not decided until the monarch's grandson, Ferdinand VII,
encouraged by his wife, Queen Maria Isabel de Braganza, decided to use it as a new Royal Museum of
Paintings and Sculptures. The Royal Museum, which would soon become known as the National Museum of
Painting and Sculpture, and subsequently the Museo Nacional del Prado, opened to the public for the first
time in November 1819. It was created with the double aim of showing the works of art belonging to the
Spanish Crown and to demonstrate to the rest of Europe that Spanish art was of equal merit to any other

national school.

In the main exhibition hall, first floor

The first catalogue of the Museum, published in 1819 and solely devoted to Spanish painting, included 311
paintings, although at that time the Museum housed 1,510 from the various royal residences, the Reales
Sitios, including works from other schools. The exceptionally important royal collection, which forms the
nucleus of the present-day Museo del Prado, started to increase significantly in the 16th century during the
time of Charles V and continued under the succeeding Habsburg and Bourbon monarchs. Their efforts and
determination led to the Royal Collection being enriched by some of the masterpieces now to be seen in the
Prado. These include The Descent from the Cross by Rogier van der Weyden, The Garden of Earthly Delights
by Hieronymous Bosch, Knight with his Hand on his Breast by El Greco, The Death of the Virgin by Mantegna,
The Holy Family, known as "La Perla", by Raphael, Charles V at Mulhberg by Titian, Christ Washing the
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Disciples’ Feet by Tintoretto, Durer's Self-portrait, Las Meninas by Velazquez, The Three Graces by Rubens,

and The Family of Charles IV by Goya.

Francisco Goya

Francisco Goya, La maja desnuda, oil on canvas, (circa 1797-1800)

In addition to works from the Spanish royal collection, other holdings increased and enriched the Museum
with further masterpieces, such as the two Majas by Goya. Among the now closed museums whose
collections have been added to that of the Prado were the Museo de la Trinidad in 1872, and the Museo de
Arte Moderno in 1971. In addition, numerous legacies, donations and purchases have been of crucial
importance for the growth of the collection. Various works entered the Prado from the Museo de la Trinidad,
including The Fountain of Grace by the School of Van Eyck, the Santo Domingo and San Pedro Martir
altarpieces painted for the monastery of Santo Tomas in Avila by Pedro Berruguete, and the five canvases
by EI Greco executed for the Colegio de dofia Maria de Aragén. Most of the Museum's 19th-century paintings
come from the former Museo de Arte Moderno, including works by the Madrazos, José de Madrazo y Agudo
and Federico de Madrazo, Vicente Lopez, Carlos de Haes, Eduardo Rosales and Sorolla.

Upon the deposition of Isabella Il in 1868, the museum was nationalized and acquired the new name of
"Museo del Prado". The building housed the royal collection of arts, and it rapidly proved too small. The first
enlargement to the museum took place in 1918. Since the creation of the Museo del Prado more than 2,300
paintings have been incorporated into its collection, as well as a large number of sculptures, prints, drawings
and works of art through bequests, donations and purchases, which account for most of the New Acquisitions.
Numerous bequests have enriched the Museum's holdings, such as the outstanding collection of medals left
to the Museum by Pablo Bosch; the drawings and items of decorative art left by Pedro Fernandez Duran as
well as Van der Weyden's masterpiece, The Virgin and Child; and the Ramén de Errazu bequest of 19th-
century paintings. Particularly important donations include Barén Emile d'Erlanger's gift of Goya's Black
Paintings in 1881. Among the numerous works that have entered the collection through purchase are some
outstanding ones acquired in recent years including two works by El Greco, The Fable and The Flight into
Egypt acquired in 1993 and 2001, Goya's Countess of Chinchén bought in 2000, Velazquez's portrait of The

Pope's Barber, acquired in 2003 and Fra Angelico's Madonna of the Pomegranate purchased in 2016.

Between 1873 and 1900, the Prado helped decorate city halls, new universities, and churches. During the
Second Spanish Republic from 1931 to 1936, the focus was on building up provincial museums. During the
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Spanish Civil War, upon the recommendation of the League of Nations, the museum staff removed 353
paintings, 168 drawings and the Dauphin's Treasure and sent the art to Valencia, then later to Girona, and
finally to Geneva. The art had to be returned across French territory in night trains to the museum upon the

commencement of World War Il. During the early years of the dictatorship of Francisco Franco, many

paintings were sent to embassies.

The cafeteria in the underground extension by Rafael Moneo

A glass-roofed and wedge-shaped foyer now contains the museum's shops and cafeteria, removing them
from the main building to make more room for galleries. The 16th-century Cloister of Jeronimo has been
removed stone by stone to make foundations for increased stability of surrounding buildings and will be re-
assembled in the new museum's extension. Hydraulic jacks had to be used to prevent the basement walls
from falling during construction. The enlargement is an underground building which connects the main
building to another one entirely reconstructed.

In November 2016, it was announced that British architect Norman Foster, in a joint project with Carlos Rubio
Carvajal, is to renovate the Hall of Realms, which once formed part of the Buen Retiro palace and transform
it into a $32 million extension of the Prado. The museum announced the selection of Foster and Rubio after
a jury reviewed the proposals of the eight competition finalists — including David Chipperfield, Rem Koolhaas
and Eduardo Souto de Moura —,who had already been shortlisted from an initial list of 47 international teams
of architects.[11] The building was acquired by the Prado in 2015, after having served as an army museum
until 2005. The project is designed to give the Prado about 61,500 square feet of additional available space,
of which about 27,000 square feet will be used to exhibit works.

Historic structure[edit]

The prado ("meadow") that was where the museum now stands gave its name to the area, the Sal6n del
Prado (later Paseo del Prado), and to the museum itself upon nationalisation. Work on the building stopped
at the conclusion of Charles IlI's reign and throughout the Peninsular War and was only initiated again during
the reign of Charles IlI's grandson, Ferdinand VII. The premises had been used as headquarters for the

cavalry and a gunpowder-store for the Napoleonic troops based in Madrid during the war.
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Royal Armory of Madrid

The Royal Armoury of Madrid or Real Armeria de Madrid, between many other things, the collection contains
the personal arms of the Kings of Spain, and also houses military weapons, armours and diplomatic works
of art like mixed tapestries, paintings and other works of art and trophies. Among the most notable parts of
the collection features armor and full tools that Charles V, Holy Roman Emperor and Philip 1l used. It is
considered, along with the Imperial Armory of Vienna, one of the best in the world and even it is often

described as "the best collection of its kind in the world".

The fact be a certain continuity of representation, more or less accurately of the different reigns, has conferred
a dynastic character derived from its formation over time.

The decision to grant preferential treatment to the Armory dates back at least to the death of Charles V, Holy
Roman Emperor, which occurred on 21 September 1558. At the end of 1559 had already been made known
to the testamentaries of the Emperor the decision of the new King of take to him the Armory.

The armory of the Charles V, Holy Roman Emperor, had come, mostly, from Brussels to Spain via the port
of Laredo, in September 1556, from where it went to Valladolid. At his death his weapons are scattered

between Valladolid and to a lesser extent, in the Monastery of Yuste, and possibly in the Alcazar of Madrid.
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The establishment of the Court in Madrid said that in July 1562, Philip Il had already decided that was done

in Madrid, determination that could have been, earlier though.

This building that is currently known as "Antigua Real Armeria de Felipe II" was decided, apparently, in 1553,
to provide the Alcazar of a new Stables. The conception of it is probably due to Philip Il himself judging by a
sketch of his fist preserved in the Archivo General de Simancas.

This former armoury was located in the complex of the Royal Stables of the Alcazar of the Habsburgs, who
it built was the master builder Gaspar de Vega between 1556 and 1564 at the behest of King Philip 1. When
works were completed, the king commanded to move the Armoury to the wing of the Stables that was in front
of the main facade of the Alcazar.

The new site was structured around a rectangular hall of 63 meters long by 10 meters wide, and consists of
ground floor and main floor. Crowning the building a ledge of stone on which stood the roof truss and slate
roof, and stepped gables at both front ends. Downstairs, destined to stables, it had three naves, while the
upper floor, where it settled the Armory, was completely clear. The interior of the hall was completed in 1565.
It was whitewashed and a large portion decorated with azulejos from Talavera de la Reina pottery by Juan
Florez.

The most characteristic element of its structure was the called "Arc of the Armoury" that connected the

Alcazar with the outside, the arc was built during the reign of Charles Il of Habsburg.

Current location

In 1884 a fire destroyed partially the Armory built by Philip I1l. No expense spared Alfonso Xll ordered the
construction of a new building which is its current headquarters. The early disappearance of the monarch
prevented that he saw culminated his work, which was finally ended by the will of the Queen Maria Cristina.
The main floor of the new building was conceived as a large room decorated with tapestries weapons and
outfits in which was installed the entire collection. The new facility, inaugurated in 1893, was a milestone, for
all purposes, in the history of the collection, conditioning, since, at present, the image of it.

The current Royal Armoury of Madrid is located on the ground floor of the Royal Palace of Madrid, and is
considered, along with the Imperial Armoury of Vienna, one of the best in the world. It consists of pieces from
as early as the 15th century. The collection highlights the tournament pieces made for Charles V and Philip
Il by the leading armourers of Milan and Augsburg. Among the most remarkable works are full armour and
weapons that Emperor Charles V used in the Battle of Muhlberg, and which was portrayed by Titian in
his famous equestrian portrait housed at the Museo del Prado. The armoury retains some of the most
important pieces of this art in Europe and the world, including several signed by Filippo Negroli, one of the
most famous designers in the armourers' guild.

Collections

The weapons were guarded in the former building in large "drawers" of wood, i.e. large closets like

cloakrooms. The distribution of the weapons in the room was thought thoroughly. Higher grade weapons
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stored inside the drawers. Firearms, archery, and to a lesser extent, some knives and small, in lanceras over
the windows. The remaining pole weapons occupied the front ends of the room and of the drawers. In the
western headwall highlighted two small pieces of artillery and four sledges with fittings of its shots.

The criteria of distribution and management inside the drawers were more complex. The first criterion of
distribution catered to the owners of the weapons. Those of Charles V, Holy Roman Emperor occupied mainly
the first eight drawers in the southern side, while those of Philip Il were stored next to those of his father in
the northern wall. According to the second criterion, certain drawers housed the set of armor, spines,
trappings and clothing that constitute each of the harnesses of Charles V and Philip Il. The third criterion,
broader, responded to the types of objects, both from a formal point of view as material. Thus drawers that
kept only one type of weapon, dedicated for example for knives, for chain mails, or other objects with common
features as was its decorative art in the case of arms decorated in damascened settled. Other drawers
guarded weapons of particular interest to the dynasty, as the dedicated to the trophies of Milhberg and Pavia,
of the that grouped guns of legendary characters or some symbolic importance, as the ceremonial sword of
the Catholic Monarchs, the rapier sent by Pope Clement VIl to Charles V, the armors sent to Philip Il by the
shogun Toyotomi Hideyoshi or the swords attributed to El Cid, to el Gran Capitan, to Roland and to Boabdil.
The core of the current collection corresponds to the armory guarded by Philip Il when he established the
Court in Madrid, consisting of his personal armory, but especially that of his father, Charles V, Holy Roman
Emperor, who in turn had retained weapons belonging to his father, Philip | of Castile and to his
grandparents, Ferdinand Il of Aragon and Maximilian |, Holy Roman Emperor. Within this set stand the
armors of Charles V, Holy Roman Emperor and Philip Il as a set of most important and core on which is
based the rest of the collection. Along with it highlighted other significant sets of the formation of the current
collection, despite the irregular increase of its funds from the 16th to the 19th century: among them are the
medieval weapons from the Treasury of the Alcazar of Segovia; the firearms of Charles V and Philip II; the
armours of the Princes and Infantes of Spain being children; military trophies; and diplomats and family gifts
as the sent by the following persons: the Duke of Mantua to Charles V; the shogun Toyotomi Hideyoshi to
Philip 1l; Charles Emmanuel |, Duke of Savoy and James | of England to Philip lll; Infanta Isabel Clara
Eugenia and Cardinal-Infante Ferdinand of Austria to Philip 1V; or the Sultan of Turkey to Charles Il among
others. The last set of special importance in the collection, which are the firearms forging in Madrid for the
venatoria activities of the Court, of great reputation throughout the continent.

The medieval and transition to Renaissance funds are a set of importance for its meaning, despite its number
and diverse origins. One part was in the armory of Charles V, Holy Roman Emperor, who had inherited his
father's weapons, of his grandparents and some of his contemporaries. A second set comes from the Royal
Treasury of the Alcazar of Segovia, moved to the Armory of Madrid by Philip II. A third group consists of
several purchases, donations and transfers of royal medals made between the reigns of Ferdinand
VIl to Alfonso XIl. Highlights the depiction of the emblems of the kingdoms of Castile, Ledn and Aragon,

presentin the acicates and the mantle of Ferdinand IIl of Castile, those coming from his burial in the Cathedral
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of Seville, and the crest of Drac Alat attributed to Martin of Aragon. Together with them stand the royal sword
of the Catholic Monarchs, used as ceremonial sword in the Spanish Court until the 18th century.

The reign of the Catholic Monarchs and the weaponry of Late Middle Ages, is also represented by weapons
from various sources that frame the activity in this period. Are preserved Contemporary war weapons to
the Granada War, consisting of illustrative defensive pieces of the Spanish, Italian and German workshops;
and two of the oldest portable fire weapons known in Spain, even debtors in some ways, of the archery that
supersede with the time. Within this group it deserve special mention the helmets and the armor pieces
associated with a peculiar prestigious peninsular production, whose workshops have not yet been identified,
but are supposed are from Aragonese origin; The Nasrid sultanate of Granada is present through a small but
important sample of its panoply, since are preserved an example of each of the three types of weapons of
Granadan creation; one genet from the collection of Cardinal-Infante Ferdinand of Austria; one leather shield
preserved in the armory of Charles V; and a dagger wing associated with a belt with pouch and a holster for
a Quran, those latter captured at the Battle of Lucena to Muhammad XlI (Boabdil), and those presented
to Alfonso XIII by the Marquis of Viana as part of the Villaseca legacy.

The collection retains weapons related with some of the facts and prominent figures of the reign of
the Catholic Monarchs through their weapons, such as the sword of Gonzalo Fernandez de Cérdoba (el Gran
Capitan), or the weapons of Maximilian |, Holy Roman Emperor, specifically a headpiece of horse, a coracina
and two fences. The firsts allude to his power and dynasty by a decoration and heraldic and allegorical
character that puts the imperial emblems. These weapons come from the collection of Charles V, Holy
Roman Emperor where were also guarding the weapons of his father, Philip | of Castile, representative of
the marriage alliances between the Catholic Monarchs and Maximilian. The armory of Philip | of Castile is
currently divided between the Hofjagd und Ristkammer (Kunsthistorisches Museum) of Vienna and the
Royal Armory of Madrid, where are primarily the weapons used since his marriage with Joanna of Castile,
among which a two hands sword with his personal motto, and helmets and testeras of Flemish, German and
Italian origin; between these, two helmets by the Milanos workshop of Filippo Negroli and three armor that

match only two examples in the Flemish and Spanish production period.

The armouries of Charles V, Holy Roman Emperor and Philip Il constitute the core of the collection,
especially in regard to the imperial armory. Meanwhile, the weapons of Philip Il can not be dissociated from
those of his father, given the close relationship between the two, and by their German or Italian origin within
the same chronological period. In fact, most of the armors of Philip Il were forged when Charles V lived,
coinciding at times in its development with those of the Emperor. The whole of the armors of Charles V and
Philip Il was forged between 1519 and 1560, during the Renaissance, during the time of splendor of the art
of the armour.

Essentially, is not a set of war weapons, but a collection of luxury weapons as a representation of power,
intended to be used in the various events of the Court: fairs, tournaments, military parades, jousting, etc.

Most of the armours of Charles V and Philip Il were forged following the concept of fitting armor invented
]
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by Maximilian I, Holy Roman Emperor: consisted of a base armour provided with reinforcement parts or
complement, decorated uniformly, so that the exchange of the different pieces that compose it, could lead to
the formation of various figures intended to the combat on foot, to the fair and to the equestrian tournament,
to the war in its different variants or to the parade. The Spanish Royal Collection retains much of these
auxiliary pieces and a high number of fences or armors of horse, associated, in some cases, to such armors.
In this type of weapons is especially valued the constructive and technical wit, the formal design and the
decoration, the latter rich in connotations of all being, from chivalry to the reflection of the ideas and themes
of humanism through allegorical, religious, heraldic and / or dynastic, or recreating the classical tradition of
the Roman times.[6] The physical implementation of the decoration is done by techniques to show or
enhance the beauty and richness of the pieces sculpted thanks to etched surfaces, light embossed, golden
or silver surfaces, bluing, gold and silver damascened, etc. Therefore, throughout Europe the luxury weapons
could only be forged and decorated in a limited number of highly specialized workshops. The most important
were located, for historical and geographical reasons, in Germany and northern Italy. In the case of Charles
V stand out the workshops of Kolman and Desiderius Helmschmid from Augsburg, and of Filippo Negroli and
brothers from Milan. In the case of Philip Il, Franz and Wolfgang Grosschedel from Landshut, Desiderius
Helmschmid and Antoni Peffenhauser from Augsburg. These armourers are given special preference, but
both Charles V and Philip Il possessed weapons coming from other high-level workshops, such as Mattheus
Frawenbrys, Caremolo Mondrone, or Bartolomeo Campi, either because these are specific orders, or by

being parts submitted by various personages related to the Spanish Court.
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Valley of the Fallen

One of Spain’s most chilling tourist attractions is the immense Valley of the Fallen (Valle de los Caidos), a
mammoth basilica and monument to those killed during the Spanish Civil War, but seen mainly as a symbol
of Spanish dictator Francisco Franco, who commissioned it. It is also Franco’s final resting place, which has
led to considerable controversy in Spain. The huge granite cross that towers over the basilica is visible as

you come into land in Madrid by air.

How to visit

The Valley of the Fallen is 37 miles (60 km) from Madrid, an hour’s drive on the A-6 motorway. The Basilica
is open from 10am to 7pm Tuesday-Sunday; admission €9/£7.50

(valledeloscaidos.es; entradas.patrimonionacional.es).

The Valley of the Fallen is 37 miles (60 km) from Madrid. By public transport from Madrid, get train C3 or bus
661 or 664 (Autocares Herranz) to San Lorenzo de El Escorial, where the 660 bus to the Valley of the Fallen
leaves at 3.15pm and returns at 5.30pm.
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The huge 150-metre cross at The Valley of the Fallen is visible from aircraft arriving at Madrid

Acobalt sky blazes behind a hilltop cross in the wooded landscape of the Sierra de Guadarrama, northwest
of Madrid. Made of the local granite, the cross is nearly 500 ft (150m) high with a span of 150 ft (46m).

You see it when you look down as your plane approaches Madrid; you see it as you drive from the city out to
San Lorenzo de El Escorial or Segovia. What you don’t see until you get much closer, when you are standing
in a vast esplanade, is that there is something underneath: a huge basilica tucked into the hillside.
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The monument commemorate those who died in Spain’s Civil War

While the location is spectacular, this is one of the most sinister places | have ever been. The Valley of the

Fallen was begun in the 1940s on the orders of General Franco, supposedly to commemorate those who
died in Spain’s Civil War (1936-1939).

But Franco is buried there too

Page64

wartraveller

discovering world war II sights




After the war ended, Republican prisoners, many of whom died in the process, were drafted in to dig the site
out of the rocky mountainside. Completed nearly two decades later in 1958, the basilica contains an

enormous crypt that houses the tombs of General Franco and José Antonio Primo de Rivera, the founder of

the far-right Falangist party.

The attraction receives 250,000 visitors a year, but is also a site of protest and controversy

More than 30,000 soldiers, both Nationalist and Republican, are believed to be buried in the walls of the
basilica and in the hillside around it. Campaigns have been underway for years to move Franco’s tomb,
exhume victims of the war and create a museum to offer a more balanced view of the conflict, but these

moves have so far been thwarted by legal obstacles.

"While the location is spectacular, this is one of the most sinister places | have ever been," says Annie Bennett

As many tour operators include the macabre mausoleum on excursions to San Lorenzo de El Escorial, it is
one of the most visited sights in the Madrid region — a staggering 250,000 people a year head for the
monument, quite a few of whom are there to pay tribute to the former dictator.

April 26 is the 80th anniversary of the bombing of the Basque town of Guernica by the German Condor
Legion, on the orders of General Franco. The attack spurred Pablo Picasso to paint his masterpiece for the
Spanish pavilion at the International Exhibition in Paris and he delivered the monumental canvas in June

1937 — just two months after the catastrophic event.
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Guernica by Picasso

Since 1992, the painting has been on display in the Reina Sofia contemporary art museum in Madrid, which
is marking the anniversary with the exhibition Pity and Terror: Picasso’s Path to Guernica, which charts how
the artist’'s development over the decades led to his creation of the work.

1

The town after the bombing
While the painting is undoubtedly an overwhelmingly powerful testament to the horror and futility of armed
conflict, for me the glorification of war at the Valley of the Fallen is a much more chilling experience.
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Museo de Medios Acorazados

Museums, Military Museums
Ctra. M-607 km17,5 | Base Militar El Goloso, 28760 Madrid, Spain

This is the Spanish Army’s Armoured Vehicles Museum. Placed in a Military Base, close to Madrid, it hosts
the best collection of armoured vehicles in Spain. It's necessary to reserve previously, as it is an active
military base with strong security.

Suggested duration: 2-3 hours

Contact

Ctra. M-607 km17,5 | Base Militar El Goloso, 28760 Madrid, Spain

El Goloso

Website

+34 916 59 95 85
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Real Madrid Museum

Just some of the cups in the Real Madrid Museum

The Real Madrid Museum contains a wealth of treasures that will interest all fans. Even if you can't get there
in person, this page will serve as a guide as to what can be found there. The museum has lots of written
history about the team, and a wall full of photos as well as hundreds of trophies. There is also essential

information about How To Travel To the museum.

The Real Madrid museum is crammed full of the cups that the team have won. There are detailed histories
written on the walls next to each section of the display. The Real Madrid museum gives you the chance to

travel back in time with the team and learn about their earliest victories.

You will find the Real Madrid museum within the Santiago Bernabéu stadium. Get to the stadium by taking

the metro:

Metro: Santiago Bernabéu (Dark Blue Line, L10)
The stadium is directly opposite to the metro exit. If you travel to the stadium by bus you can take the

following: 14, 27, 40, 43, 120, 147 or 150. Depending on where you are coming from.

See the Real Madrid Museum as part of the Real Madrid Tour. This way you can visit the parts of the stadium

that are usually off limits to visitors.
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The photo wall in the Real Madrid museum

Once inside the Real Madrid museum, you will see cups won by the Real Madrid basketball team. You then
enter into a corridor filled with a dazzling display of silver football cups. From this point on, the trophies are

kept behind glass.
The photo wall, with pictures of every player that has ever played for Real Madrid.

The remainder of the museum consists of spacious rooms containing trophies, shirts, boots and photos of
many of the team's memorable moments. There are some unusual trophies on display here too. One of which

is in the shape of a building.

You will see European Cups, Intercontinental Cups, Spanish League Trophies, Spanish Cups, UEFA Cups
and Super Cups.

You can see the museum as part of the Real Madrid tour. If you are a Real Madrid club member it is free for

adults and children.

Real Madrid Tour Prices
Adults: €25.00
Under 14 years: €18.00

You can apply for a fanclub card online. The card is called Carnet Madridista and it serves to give you

discounts and entry into club competitions.
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Sotelo Memorial

Spanish Civil War (1936-1939), Plaza de Castilla, 28046 Madrid

This is one of the main monuments of the Francoism symbology in Madrid. It was built in memory of Jose
Calvo Sotelo, minister in Primo de Rivera Dictatorship, member of parliament in Second Republic, right
monarchist politician and martyr of fascist National Movement. His murder in 1936, as retaliation of the
murder of tenent José del Castillo by a couple of fascists, was the trigger of the coup d’état by Francisco
Franco and the beginning of the Spanish Civil War.
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Spanish Civil War

This bunker, at Castillo de los Zapata, was constructed during the Spanish Civil War.
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Memorial Blue Division

Second World War (1939-1945), Av de Daroca, Madrid

This memorial commemorates the fallen Spanish soldiers at the Eastern Front of the Divisién Azul. This
German 250th Infantry Division, which consisted of Spanish volunteers who fought against the Communist
Russians on the German side and in German uniforms. The division was active from June 1941 and consisted
of over 18,000 volunteers. These volunteers were mostly former soldiers and officers who had fought in the
Spanish Civil War. Before their fight at the Eastern Front, the soldiers were trained in Germany, here they
learned the German techniques. In 1943, Franco send reinforcements to the eastern front, because there
were no more volunteers, Spanish conscripts were sent to the eastern front. The number of soldiers grew to
45,000. That same year, Franco, at the insistence of the Allies made an end to the division, most of the
soldiers returned to Spain. Those who did not give up the fight, were employed in the new Legion-Azul and
later in other parts of the German army. In total there were about 5,000 casualties in the Divisién Azul.
In Spain more monuments in honor of the Division Azul where erected, a number of these monuments are
gone. To our knowledge this is the only remaining monument in Spain. In Russia is also a monument to

commemorate the Division Azul.

Jaca Position
Spanish Civil War (1936-1939), Calle Rambla, Madrid
Spain Madrid, Comunidad de Madrid
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This large bunker called the "Jaca Position", in the Parque el Capricho, was constructed in 1937 during the
Spanish Civil War. It was the command-bunker of General Miaja from which he commanded the defense of

Madrid.
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Museo del Aire

Museo del Aire

Established Built in 1979

Location Madrid

Type Aviation museum
Public transit access Line 10 (Madrid Metro)

The Museo del Aire, full title in Spanish Museo de Aeronautica y Astronautica o Museo del Aire, is an aviation
museum located in the outskirts of Madrid at Cuatro Vientos Airport, Spain. The museum was founded in
1981, and offers six exhibition galleries and it has about 150 aircraft on display.

Cuatro Vientos was inaugurated in 1911 and is Spain's first military airfield. The airfield, although surrounded

by construction, is still in use.

In 1939 the Spanish Civil War came to an end and the Ejército del Aire (Spanish Air Force) was created. It is
in this period the Ministerio del Aire (Spanish Ministry of Aviation) appointed Colonel Tarsilo Ugarte
Fernandez to prepare a project for the creation of an aeronautic museum. However, 27 years passed before
its creation. A first draft was presented in December 1948, with its location in the plant below the new building
of the Ministerio del Aire (currently Cuartel General del Ejército del Aire).

Through subsequent studies and consults, the Museo de Aeronautica y Astronautica was created by decree

number 1437 of June 16, 1966, accountable to the Ministerio del Aire and with headquarters in Madrid.

Museum Displays

The museum facilities extend over a surface of more than 66,000 m2, including outdoor displays and seven
hangars. There are mainly planes and helicopters, many of which have previously served in the Spanish Air
Force. Visitors will also find hundreds of miniature aircraft models, uniforms, engines, weapons and many
other aviation related objects. Aircraft on display include a Vilanova Acedo, Spanish version of the Blériot
Xl built in 1911, the Jesus del Gran Poder, a special version of the Breguet 19 used on the transatlantic

flight to Asia and America between 1928 and 1929, a few aircraft of the Spanish Republican Air Force, as
- - - - - - -- - - - - - - - -~~~ -~ -~""- - “"-"- " - "~ "
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well as the famousde Havilland Dragon Rapide used by Francisco Franco from the Canary

Islands to Tétouan at the start of the military rebellion which began the Spanish Civil War in 1936.

Of special interest are also the Spanish versions of the Heinkel He 111 and the Junkers Ju 52.

The entrance and camera usage fee: none, free admission.
Timetable: Tuesday to Sunday: 10 am to 2 pm. The museum is closed to the public on all Mondays and

special days (like public holidays), as well as the entire month of August.

Ways to get there

There is no access from the airport to the museum, and this is surrounded by a confusing number of roads.
By bus: Itis better to take any of the Madrid-Alcorcon-Méstoles green buses of the BLAS company at Principe
Pio station and ask the driver where to drop off. Busses pass here frequently.

Nearest metro (Madrid metro) and commuter rail (Cercanias Madrid) station: Line 10 (Madrid Metro). Cuatro
Vientos Metro station is a bit far from the museum, about 1 kilometre, but there is no marked or paved path
to the museum. Walking beside the highly frequented highway is not very pleasant. It is adviseable to take a

taxi at Cuatro Vientos Metro station to the museum, which is actually part of an airforce base.
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